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A 
Concile Account, 


OF 'A 


New CHymical Medicine, 


ENTITLED, 


Spiritus Æthereus Anodynus, 


6 
Anodyne thereal Spirit. 


A Relation of its very extraordinary effi- 


cacy in a 8 of Complaints of the moſt 


obſtinate and a ature, particularl 
the Hydrothorax, or Dropſy of the Breet, 


and other Species of Dropſy. 
| ALSO, - ; 

Of its Specific Virtue in the Gout and many 
Rheumatic Aﬀettions ; in Hyſterical, Hypochon- 
driacal and Various other Nervous Complaints, 
eſpecially thoſe of the Epileptic Kind; in Aſthmas | 
and all Coughs unattended with Inflammation. x 
With a Word or two, by way of Poſtſcript, to "if 
Dr. James MacKittrick Adair, late of Antigua. oY | 


By WILLIAM TICKELL. 


Non —-obliquo oculo mea Commoda qui ſquam 
Limet, non odio obſcuro morſuque venenet. Hor, Epiſt 
BATH, printed by J. SALMON ; 
and ſold by a 
Joun WaALLts, London, and by the Book- 
ſellers in BATH. 1787, 
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„„ 
Tomy muchireſpected Friend, 


Mr. PITFIELD. 


Dear Sir, 


AVING received the 
* * firſt rudiments of my E- 
ducation under your directi- 
ons, and having, I hope, alſo 
profited by that knowledge 
and example, which have ac- 
quired you ſo much medical 
tame; I conceive that I could 
not 


GY »; 
LAMA) 
ſo much propriety to any one, 


as to yourelh.. 


I muſt acknowledge that J 
have not your permiſſion 1 to 
do this, hut as it is the triby 
of 1 
myſelf; it may not prove ui 
acdeptable. If by this diſeoo 
very of this Medicine, Þhave 
contributed toward relieving 
ep e whielp 
blivool?} 113 9133102 4 : 2HFe 
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ke vii )) 
e“ che CbHitHotl lt bf ö. 
matt hältre, PAW Thade 
1 done an acceptable et bf 


ſervice to you, whole liberal 
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Heart and Hand, are always 
openol®REeverthaofiiireſies 


of others; and whoſe ulti- 


fear gctg E fftribute to 
| DESO TAN. 
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That you miy long xðnti- 
Aue to enjoy that health 
which 
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which is the pleaſing reward 
of temperance, is the ſincere 
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21} Tour very affectionate, 


Pit SfonW bun : 10 
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E Wirte PTY” in oY 
following Pages, 1 on a 
lubje&t totally new, as it relates to 
a Medicine of whoſe extent we have, 
comparatively, had but little expe- 
rience; it may very naturally be con- 


cluded, that the relation of its pe- 


culiar virtues, and extenſive utility, 
muſt be very imperfect. 'It being 
however nette that the publie, 
or thoſe who may be diſpoſed to 
avail themſelves ' of the efficacy of 
this medicine, ſhould be informed 

b of 


of the diſeaſes in which it is found 


more pa ble; the 
Cures 1 „e ee 0 


ed, and 
the mode in which it is thought 
right to adminiſter it: it has been 


confidere d.x fbly 
MON agony bony be fo 


1 be 80 
J Bf: -3 1005, Oe has con- 
Freſh imſelf wz 2 U the moſt, ſeru- 
ulous GN el rel the, hiſtory of 
es 


ſe .cales which are brought. 10 
Ev: m, the el this medi- 
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„Tus odium of empiriciſm has ge- 
nerally fallen to the lot of thole, 
who have introduced a medicine to 
the world under the ſanction of a 
Patent; - but ſurely a diſtinction is 
to be made between the ignorant 
and artful pretender, who attempts 
to impoſe upon the public, by diſ- 
guiſing a Medicine already known, 
or greatly overrating what may not 
have been before diſcovered ; and 
the induſtriousInveſtigator of a com- 
poſition, whoſe virtues are ſupported 
upon ſuch unqueſtionaple authority 


As the preſent. A reflection of that 


nature, indiſcriminately thrown out, 
would be highly injurious not only 
to the individual, but to the ſociety 
at large; ; and at the ſame time 

would 


( xi ) 


would be an impeachment of the 
wiſdom of the Legiſlature, for hold- 


ing out the rewards of appropriation, 


on any occaſion whatever. 


How juſtly the diſcoverer of this 
very valuable medicine is intitled to 
any ſuch reward, will readily be 
acknowledged, by thoſe who have 
experienced or obſerved. its extraor- 
dinary efficacy, in the moſt forlorn 
and deſperate caſes; and eſpecially 
by thoſe who are acquainted with 
the difficulties and diſappointments 
that attend the preparation of com- 
mon vitriolic Æther, with an exact 
and proper degree of purity; as they 
cannot but in ſome meaſure antict- 
pate the time, the labour and expence 

that 


e 
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that muſt neceſſarily be employed, 
in bringing a preparation fo” much 
more refined, to ſo great ia degree of 
perfection. I ſay anticipate in ſome 
meaſure, for it 1s ſcarcely to be cre- 


dited, that after many Fears appli- 
cation to this very object, and now 


that I have arrived at fo high a pitch 


of improvement in the medicine, 
and facility iu preparing it; the pro- 
ceſs ſtill requires the continuance of 
a, regular, well conducted fire for 
the ſpace of nn Som _— 


Thei im perfect hints tha 1 
has thrown out Concer! ning his, anc 


dyne mineral Liquor, muſt, convince 


every reader, of the great labour: 
and rx attending the proceſs; 


while 


«th 4 
me EY 
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while af the ſame time; tlie charac- 
teriſtic marks by which he has af- 
certained its purity, aud the won- 
derfubefficacy he ſcribes to it, in 
inany:-deſperate- complaints Which 
bad batfled the moſt eff ci acious me- 
dicines then in uſe, as they accord 
ſo particularly with that how I- 
commended, are circumſtances alone 
Töfficient d Stabi Its 8e enuimeneſs 
and its Hngallt merit. 2 ut farther, 
the diuretic quality 1 it Poſſeſſes in 5 
eminent HUG; re, Aid Rich 18 
diſtantly *Yrinted"at in Haage 8 ac- 
cut, cannbt büt g give it « Preemi- 
nence over His ad every other pre- 
Paration ot the Kind; and that qua- 
lity, 15 48t aſcribe to the addition 
or cotfithixture of a any other ingredi- 


. 


en t9 


4 wi) 


ents than thoſe mentioned by him; 
but to the great purity, proper ad- 
juſtment of the quantities, and the 
blending them together in the moſt 
minute and intimate manner; all 
which. has been the reſult of repeated 
experiment, careful attention and 
| much labour. r- 2 ke 


It is hoped tl that the ie 
of this medicine, will greatly con- 
tribute to confirm and corroborate 
| Hoffman” 8 opinion, and that the pe- 
rufal of the {ubjoined Caſes, will 
occaſion no deluſiye expectations; 
always remembering, that- as with 
a great variety of diſeaſes, there is 
alſo a great diverſity of conſtitutions, 
it is in vain to expect an univerſal 


or infallible remedy. 


LY 


Creſcit indulgens fibi dirus hydrops; 
Nec fitim pellit, nifi cauſa morbi 
Fugerit Venzs, et aquoſus albo 


Corpore languor. 
J Horat. Carmen xiv. 


2 t The intelligent reader will meet with ſeveral typo- 
_—_ * errors, but as they will obviouſly appear to him as 
J ſuch, they have been leftto ſtand — 
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dyn ical Medicine, 257 | Sh, 
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N a paper which 905 non _— 
learned editor of the medical Jour- 


SS 34 + 4% 


MY did me the honor of publiſhing 
in that collection, and in which I had 
areated on the lubje& of vitriolic 
"Ether ; I gave; ſome hims reſpeRing 
che preparation of Hoffman's Anodyne 
Mineral Liquor ; but theſe hints being 


* „od 1 
4 1 hb £4 + 4-6 ,+4# wi} 


2 . . — — enjeSure, will afford mat⸗ 
x ter for future invelligation. 


- 


The Spiritus Vitrioli dulcis, Æther 

of Frobenius and Liquor mineralis 

abgdynus, of Hoffman have by an 
= - ingenious author been conſidered as 
: ſynonimous terms, but 'mbſt affuredly 
i they are efſentzally different. With re- 
a ſpeQ to Hoffman's anodyne Liquor, 
| the lateſt, and beſt chymiſts, do not 
pretend to ſpeak | decidedly on it. 
I for inſtance ſays, © On croit 
* cette liqueur n'eſt autre 2 
3 </que” cette' meme huile diſſoute et 
26 e combinee avec les deux liqueurs qui 
= «© montent" les premieres dans la diſtil- 
3 | * lation, et qui precedent! immediate- 
* * ment le phlegme acide ſulphureux. 
„re eee e eee At 


e tic slod, 19d „ 200pi.L Lon iff 


59h „ Elemens de Chymic Pruique, Page 285. 
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It is however not difficult to prove 
from Hoffman himſelf, that M. Mac- 
que? is deceived in this opinion, and 
it is very clear, that this famous anodyne 
liquor has remained a ſecret from his, 
to the preſent time; and the medicine 
ſold under his name, no matter by 
whom prepared, or from what Hall pro- 
cured, will by no means anſwer the 
deſeription given of it by its Author: 
It wants many of the Properties, and 
falls infinitely ſhort, of thoſe extraor- 
dinary virtues aſcribed to it by that 
ſagacious Phyſician, and indefatigable- 
reſearcher after thoſe - ſpecific Medi- 
cines, which are to be obtained by 
chymical combination. 

It is not my buſineſs at preſent, if 1 
were capable, to ſay in what manner 
that chymical Liquor was prepared; but 

B 2 I now 


(4) 
I now think proper to declare, that my 
« proceſs is conduated on principles very 
different, from thoſe laid down by that 
celebrated Author, in his preparation 
of Oleum dulce. | 


Having for more than twenty years, 
at different times, made frequent experi- 
ments with the vitriolic acid, combined 
with an highly rectified ſpirit ; I have 
found that the ſucceſs of the proceſs, 
and reſult of the different operations, 
depend on a variety of circumſtances. 
— The product alſo will have different 
comparative virtues, By a particular 
mode of chymical combination, be- 
tween the conſtituent elements of con- 
centrated vitriolic acid and alcohol, I 
have obtained a Medicine, of moſt 
ſingular efficacy; whoſe virtues will be 
more fully elucidated by the hiſtory of 

the 


65) 


the following caſes, than by any poſſi- 
ble praiſe that can be beſtowed,an. i Me. 


For the ſecurity and facility with 
which I conduct the proceſs for making 
Ather, I with pleaſure own myſelf 
obliged to that ingenious chymiſt, and 
great naturaliſt, Mr. Wolfe. | This, 
knowledge 1 acquired when a. fellow 
ſtudent with him, under the roof of 
that eminent Anatomiſt Mr. John Hun- 
ter, where Mr. Wolfe had provided 
himſelf with a curious apparatus for 


that purpoſe. 


As the modus operandi of moſt effi. 
cient medicines, eludes the refearches 
of the moſt acute Phyſiologiſts; we 
ſhall quit the wide and pleaſing field of 
hypothetic reaſoning, for the more uſe- 


ful, tho' leſs pleaſant relation of fads. 
| If 


80 

If wo might however venture to form a 
conjetture on this ſubjeR, it would be, 
that the great efficacy of the Æthereal 
Anodyne Spirit, depends on its almoſt 
immediate influence on the nervous ſyſ- 
tem. The great volatility, and extreme 
tenuity of its component parts, will at 
leaſt countenance this opinion. On this 
principle it pervades the inmoſt receſſes 
of the human frame, where by giving 
tone and elaſticity to the extremities of 
the abſorbent lymphatics, the ſerous 
fluid contained in the cavities of the 
breaſt or abdomen, or wherever ac- 
cumulated, is gradually abſorbed, and 
taken up by thoſe minute veſſels, and 
from thence drained off, and carried 
out of the habit by che Ed and 
other emunddories. 


By 
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y its mild influence on the nervous 

ſyſtem, it is at the ſame time, found to 

relieve thoſe ſpaſmodic conftriftions, 

and convulſive irritations, which, are 

the conſequence of ſome , particular 

ſtimulus, and which oecaſion e 
influence of the nervous fluid, 


in: 5 _ 


It will confequently be n 
ſerviceable, in that convulſive aſthma 
which ariſes from a A tranſlation of ſcor- 
butic, or ' arthritic acrimony, on the ; 
nervous parts of the breaſt; which it 

effects, by eliciting, and diverting thoſe 
b. humors into another channel. 


"In the hickup 3 it will alſo 
proye a a moſt excellent medicine; and 
in, viglent attacks of the gout, or where 

A, metaſtaſis has unhappily taken, place, 1 
by 2 depoſite on ſome noble Vicus, / 4 
and E 


4 


1 * 
ii 
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arid le patient is threatened with almoſt 
a innate deſtruclion; where the moſt 
exciting pains "have attacked the 
Romach, and vain efforts are made uſe 
of by chat organ for its relief; under 
# fuck? Hatming Circumſtances, 1am 
happy to ſay, that the Ethereal An- 
odyne Spirit has ſuddenly removedthoſe 
dreadfii ſymptoms ; and given that 
relief, which the exigency of the caſe, 

gave very little reaſon to expect. 


123 09 


| Kick what Has Beck Tail" relative to 

f wid! gout in the ſtomach, it is almoſt 
unneceffary to add, that no medicine 
is ſo.3 proper to he given in a ſuppreſſed 
gout, or where that ſubtle and penetrat- 
1 ing humor has diffuſed itſelf over the 
Hahit, in a peculiar manner affetting 
the pole nervous ſyſtem ; as is evident 
from loſs of appetite, watchfulneſs, de- 
bility 


1 959 
bility, lowneſs and dejection of ſpitits, 
and great irregularity of moſt, if not 
all; the different ſecretions. When the 
* gout alſo makes its approaches with 
rapid ſtrides, attacks various joints at 
the ſame time, and from its great vio- 
tence, nature is ſcarcely equal to the 
conflict When an alarming fever is 
the conſequence of violent and excru- 
ciating pain; this medicine will afford 
that relief, which is in vain ſought for 
from opiates. or other ſpecifics. It 
procures reſt, promotes the thinner ſe- 
cretions, quiets the perturbated ſpirits, 
and diminiſhes fever, It takes off anx- 
iety and oppreffion, relieves the ſto- 
mach from flatultencies, quiets ſpaſms, 
and if continued, inregularand repeated 
doſes, gives health and ſpirits, in ex- 
change for mifery and pain. 


C In 


. 

In fevers attended with debility, 
watchfulneſs and delirium, this may be 
conſidered as a medicine of the higheſt 
eſtimation; as it appeaſes the tumult, 
and reſtrains the irregular influence of. 
the nervous fluid on the brain.ä— By its 
ſedative and anodyne virtues, it pro- 
cures that refreſhing ſleep ſo neceffary, 
and yet ſo difficult, and often danger- 
ous to be procured by other means: 
by its cordial and tonic virtues, it 
ſtrengthens the ſtomach, and invigo- 
rates the weakened and languiſhing 
habit; and by its febrifuge powers, it 
expels the morbific matter to the ſur- 
face of the body, where it eſcapes 
through the perſpirable pores; or other- 
wiſe determines it to thoſe ſtrainers, 
deſtined by nature, for carrying off the 
crude and more feculent port: of the 


2 fluids. 
It 


3 "this account, «totally to relinquiſh it, 
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It is perhaps the moſt powerful me- 
dicine hitherto diſcovered in all drop- 
ſical caſes; and has been eminently 
uſeful in the Hydrothorax, or Dropſy 
of the Breaſt, and in ſome of the 
worſt, and moſt. complicated Ana- 
ſarcous caſes, I have ever ſeen. It 
is infinitely ſuperior to the Digitalis 
purpurea, whoſe deleterious operation 
almoſt amounts to a prohibition of its 
uſe. Its alarming effects on the pulſe 
ſufficiently prove this, and that dread- 
ful fickneſs and nauſea, which from a 
very moderate and ſingle doſe,* will 
iC-$5 2: continue 


21 ; + Half a grain had this effe& on a Lady, who made 
- trial of it in an Anafarcous caſe; and after having witb 
ſome degree of reſolution, ſeveral times 1 4 it, 


chen the ſickneſs went off; was yet at laſt obliged, on - 
-. . Medical praftiitioners have been long acquainted with 
this plant, it has alſo been well known to the common 

| people 


Ga 


continue for ſeveral days, ,evidently 
ſhews how unfriendly this poiſongus 


plant 


|? , 


people, and it ſhould ſeem that, Ft of late, both had 
relinquiſhed its uſe for the ſame reaſons: The latter, ne 
doubt, mult frequently have been witneſſes of iti ele- 
-terious, and ſometimes, probably, fatal effects, from 
having given it in an unguarded and a too full dofe:— 
We are informed by a botanical writer, that a dram of 
it taken inwardly, excites violent vomiting. The learn- 
ed Ray, with much more caution ſays, —-Emetica 
eſt valida rabuſlioribus tantum conveniens. In ſome caſes, 
it is ſaid to have done wonders, in others it has proved 
dreadfully deſtruttive 0 the conſtitution, - Experience 
hitherto has not informed us, in what pafticutar tem- 
r under what peculiar circumſtances, it may 
adminiſtered with any degree of ſafety; and proba- 
blycit will never be attained with preciſion; but to fuch 
as chuſe to venture on its uſe, Mr. Ray's hint may 
poſſibly prove the beſt guide. PI = 
T have been informed that the late Dr. Huck Saun- 
ders, the laſt time he attempted its uſe, experienced 
from a ſingle doſe, ſuch nauſea and undeſcribeable ſick- 
neſs at ſtomach, that he could not be prevailed on to re- 
peat is, thinking che remedy was even worſe'than the 
diſcale.—Dagitalis purpurea being confeſledly poſſeſſed 
of ſuch ſedative and debilitating powers; onwhatprin- 


\ _ Ciple depends its - diuretio-property, - or its means of 
exciting abſorption, from ita pre ſent mode of exhibition? 


Is it effected in the ſame manner that Opium is ſometimes 
"known" to act, and b 
AAentally cared? 


y Which *dropfics have been acci-» 
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plant is to the human frame. While 
you, are exerting endeavours, to relieve 
nature of one dangerous complaint, you 
are oppreſſing her with another, by 
deſtroying the ſmall remaining appetite 
for food, already perhaps much deprav- 
ed, if not nearly gone; and:thus you 
deprive: nature of her only reſources. 
This Zthereal Anodyne Spirit on the 
contrary, by diffuſing itſelf over the 
internal ſurface of the ſtomach, gives 
that genial warmth, and excites that 
ſenſation, which cauſes a deſire for 
food; and which the depauperated ſtate 
olf the blood, and a want of due energy 
in che animal ſpirits, could not effect. 


From the experience I have had of 
this medicine in Paralytic caſes, I have 
much reaſon to think it will in this 

Hilenſe be alſo a very valuable remedy ; 


and 
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and I am the more encouraged in this 
concluſion, from the very nature of the 
medicine itſelf, and its effects, which 
have been already recited. I am well 
aſlured that where the muſcles deſtined 
for the purpoſe of ſperch are particu- 
larly affected, as well as the ducts of 
che ſalivary glands; that a few drops 
of Spiritus Æthereus Anodynus, taken 
ſeveral times a day on a knob of ſugar, 
will much more conduce towards a 
cure, than any other medicine op 
ſtimulating gargle whatſoever. 


I ſhall now proceed to relate ſuch 
caſes as J hope will fully confirm 
and eſtabliſh the account I have given 

of its very extraordinary virtues.— 
They ſhall follow in that order, in which 
the ſeveral Patients came under my 
ckre, and to whom the medicine was 

ö exhibited, 


Cs) 


exhibited, either under my inſpettion 
or by my immediate direction. 


CES 


The late reverend Dr. B. of 
L, a Gentleman of great worth 
and learning, about midſummer 17853. 
being then in Worceſterſhire on: a 
viſit, was ſeized with a very trouble- 
ſome cough, which the Phyſician 
whom he conſulted, confidered to 
be of the catarrhal kind ——He 
was at this period about ſixty five 
years of age, of a gouty Habit, 
with violent ſcorbutic eruptions on 
the face. He by no means paid a 
ſcrupulous regard to diet, but rather 
indulged in that high ſeaſoned food, 
which is pleaſing to the appetite, 
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than confined himſelf” to that fimple 
regimen, which is peculiarly neceffary 
in ſuch habits, to prevent an accumula- 
tion of acrimony. This kind of diet, 
he at firſt had recourſe to, through 
neceſſuy, having loſt his teeth early 
in life, and ſeldom meeting with plain 
dreſſed meat that was ſufficiently tender. 
His mode of life, was not very inactive 
or ſedentary, till exerciſe became 
fatiguing to him; and when he gave 
up his horſe, often uſed his carriage · 
He was not unfrequently ſubje& to 
ſuch a cough, as is above mentioned, 
for which the Storax pill was his general 
remedy. It was at this time treated 
with opiates, expeQtorants, and mild 
evacuants, but without gaining any 
conſidei able advantage, On his return 
to Leiceſterſhire he conſulted a Phyſi- 
clan in his neighbourhood, a Gentleman 

of 


(9 


of great ability, from whoſe perfekt 
knowledge of his conſtitution, and 


having frequently preſeribed for him, 


with great judgment and ſucceſs, he 


expetted to have experienced the uſual. 


good effetts of his ſkill. In this however 
both the doctor and his patient were 
much diſappointed. The diſeaſe gained 
ground, notwithſtanding the moſt judi- 
cious preſcriptions; the Gout did not 


return at the uſyal period, though. 


efforts were made to procure it; the 
cough became more troubleſome, the 
difficulty of breathing increaſed, his 
nightsbecame reſtleſs, his pulſeirregular, 
and he now complained of a violent 
conſtritive pain acroſs the breaſt ; and 


a very diſagreeable and painful ſen- 


ſation in the arms, attended with ſuch 
frequent ſpaſms, that at times, he was 


almoſt deprived of breath. He had 


D ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely any appetite for food, and of 
courſe. became daily more weak. Going 
up ſtaits, vas a moſt; laborious taſk, and 
when walking over his room, he was 
obliged to do itflowly.and with caution. 
His nights cdnſtantly became more 
troubleſome, as all [the ſymptoms then 
returned with greater violence; and 
when inclined to reſt, and perhaps 
getting half an hour's ſleep ; he was 
ſuddenly rouſed by the conſtrictive 
pain of the breaſt; and frequently o- 
bliged- to | paſs the remainder of the 
night on his ſopha. The urinary ſe- 
cretion, had for a conſiderable time 
diminiſhed, and an anaſarcous ſwelling 
of the legs became very viſible; his 
bowels. had been for ſome time rather 
lax, which ſtill contributed to occaſion 
further weakneſs.— To theſe alarming 
ſymptoms, a flight degree of Hemiple- 
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gia ſupervening, determined his . 
cian to ſend him to Bath. 


pe a 0 of great 

philanthropy, and eminent in his pro- 
feſſion, on the firſt viſit which he made 
this patient, conſidered his caſe ſo alar- 
ming, that he deſpaired of giving him 
any relief, or at maſt, only that which 
would be temporary. If the paralytic 
affection, loſs of appetite and a ſuppreſ- 
ſed gout, indicated the uſe of Bath 
Water, yet the pain of the breaſt, a 
decreaſe of Urine, and anaſarcous ſwel- 
lings, raiſed doubts about the propriety 
of having fecourſe to that .remedy: ; 
and it was at length determined, that 
the:{ſymptoms, taken colleGivelyy * 
. uſo "Op: Gs | 
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Dr. Harington having recommended 
the medicine, generally ſold under the 
name of Hoffman's anodyne Liquor, 
with a view of abating ſpaſms and fla- 
tulence; 1 informed him, that I had a 


preparation of far greater virtue, which 


I called Spiritus æthereus anodynus; 
and the Doctor, with great readineſs 
conſented, that a trial ſhould be made 
of it; ſtill however mugh doubting, that 
any medicine could have ſufficient effi- 
cacy to remove a diſorder, attended. 
with ſuch dangerous ſymptoms ; and 
which he had pronounced to be a dropſy 
of the breaſt. My medicine was ac- 
cordingly | given, and the firſt night it 
procured 'perfe& good reſt; 2 
the ſticceeding ones, during his ſhort 

ſtay, varied, both as'to ſleep, and the 
refreſhment procured from it; he was 
only however one night obliged to leave 


hig 


thereal Spirit, which he was deſired ta 
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his bed. The ſpaſms were by no means 
ſo violent, and the urinary ſecretion 
viſibly augmented. The urine alſo had, 
loſt much of its deep tinge ; and depq- 
fited a lighter coloured ſediment, On 
leaving Bath, he was provided with 3 
ſufficient number of draughts for the 
journey, and ſome quantity. of the A. 


repeat twice a day, taking from forty 
to fifty drops at a doſe, About a fort- 
night after leaving this place, I had the 
pleaſure of being informed he was bet - 
ter, and at the diſtance of five weeks, 
that he was quite recovered ; of which 
he was ſo far convinced, as to return 
public Thanks in Church. This happy 
change however was not of long dura- 


tion 
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non; on the approach of Winter, 
there was an apparent alteration in his 
health. I am obliged for the following 
particulars and ſequel of this Gentle- 
man's Caſe, to the reverend Mr. Hurſt, 
and Mr. Hunt his Apothecary.— Dur- 
ing the third week of november, he 
was ſenſible of the approach of thoſe 
former ſymptoms, which had been ſo 
diſtreſſing to him. The legs began to 
fwell, © his breathing became difficult, 
particularly at intervals; and he was 
alarmed by a return of the ſpaſmodic 
ſtricture on the breaſt, which he dread- 
ed more than any other part of his 
diſorder ; and for which, he had been 

AWAT © 2} erg oſten 
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It may be proper here to remark, that this Gentle- 
man was the firſt patient who took this medicine; and 


that according to its qu. mode of preparation, it 
greater Virtues, than when it 


is endowed with muc 
Was at firſt given. 
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often heard to ſay, he found no relief 
in any medicine but che æthereal ano- 
—5 Spirit. After this laſt ſeizure; he 
had almoſt conſtant; fever, and his ap- 
petite and reſt, in a great meaſure for- 
look, him, yet his pulſe In general was 
pretty regular, and ſtrong to the laſt. 
He could he down in bed with two pil- 
lows, without much difficulty and did 
vat appear ta be much worle: at night 
than in the day. He frequently com- 
plained of an uncommon — trouble- 
ſome want of moiſture in the mouth 
and- throat, without any ſenlation of 
thirſt.— The urine was voided in ſmall 
quantity and frequently Wightoloured. 
He had often great difficulty in aſcend- 
ing the ſtairs, and fometimes even in 
walking over bis apartments: but he 
lad no return of that ſevere pain in the 
. which in the courſe of the ſum- 
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mer, had been ſo very troubleſome 
to him. He was in an almoſt conſtant 
delirium, under more weakneſs than 
pain, for near a fortnight before his 
death, which happened on the 23d of 
December. It was remarkable that, 
his laſt fit of the Gout, which was in 
the beginning of the year 1785, though 
not more fevere than any preceding 
one, yet induced an uncommon degree 
of wars fs und Ae | Owe" 
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OBSERVATIONS. 
1 am informed the Faculty did not 
perfealy. coincide in opinion, on this 
Gentleman's cale.—A ſuppreſſed Gout, 
violent ſcorbutic Acrimony, Strifture 
and Spaſms on the Breaſt, attended 


Vith anaſarcous nellings, laid the found= 
ation 


25 
ation for this difference of ſentiment. 
Aſthmas and pains of the breaſt are not 
unfrequent in gouty Patients, when the 
paroxyſms are irregular or interrupt- 
ed; but could a ſuppreſſed gout alone 
give riſe to all theſe diſtreſſing ſymp- 
toms? Could it be effected by ſcorbutic 
acrimony ? Would not the various me- 
dicines ſo frequently repeated, have 
proved in ſome degree efficacious ?— 
The difficulty. of breathing, irregular 
and intermittent pulſe, dry cough, con- 
ſtrictive pain of the breaſt, a ſudden 
ſtarting up in bed, ſoon after having 
had ſome ſleep, with a dread of. Suffo- 
cation, and the impoſſibility of con- 
tinuing in an horizontal poſture; a 
paucity of urine and anaſarcous ſwell- 
ings; do not theſe ſymptoms taken 
collectively, give almoſt certain indi- 
cations of Hydrothorax? If we com- 
E pare 
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pare the ſymptoms of the-laſt, with thofe 
of the preceding Ilinels, a manifeſt 
difference will be difcovered. The 
patient indeed had the ſame conſtrictive 
pain on the breaſt, but there was no 
intermiſſion or irregularity of the pulſe; 
no return of thoſe ſevere pains in the 
arms; he could lie back in bed without 
an acceſs of- that excruciating pain and 
difficult reſpiration: : omthe other hand, 
he had much more fever, and there 
had for ſome time been a gradual re- 
troceſſion of the ſcorbutic eruption in 
the face; may we not account for the 
fever and delirium from this circum- 
ſtance It is alſo apparent that, the 
hydropic diatheſis had in ſome degree 
taken place: is there not ſome rea- 
ſon to conclude, that if the Ethereal 
Spirit had been continued regularly and 
in a full doſe; it might have prevented 
| a return 
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a return of thoſe ſymptoms, which it 
had powers, at leaſt for a certain time, 
meth to pre ves ni 1150 
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AI — an eminent makcian of 
this place, about fifty-eight- years of 
age, of a ſcorbutic habit, but who in 
general enjoyed. good health; had been 
ſubject to palpitations of the Heart, 
between two and three years; and in 
June, 1785, began to complain of loſs 
of appetite, pains in the ſtomach, and 
ſenſe of debility. During this. month, 
he went to. the Encænia at Oxford, 
perhaps indulged in conviviality with 
his muſical friends; and for two or three 
of the ſubſequent months, by no means 
lived abſtemiouſly. Unfortunately ſome 

E 2 friend 
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friend had recommended to him, on 
account of his ſtomach complaints, to 
drink water impregnated with ſome 
kind of Spirit, at, and after his meals. 
— Spirits of various ſorts, taken in this 
manner, are in general uſe, and the 
mixture is differently denominated as 
it is drank hot or cold; but all are 
equally injurious to the human frame. 
It may be urged that this potation is 
often made uſe of, for a conſiderable 
ſpace of time, with impunity; I admit 
that it may, but it is a very unhappy 
deluſion, when this intoxicating -and 
pernicious liquor, is quaffed off with 
Pleafure and delight; from an Idea 


that it? is not only innocent, put en 


falutary. 


After ſoine time n he became 


ſenſihle that it was neceſſary to make 
a con- 


* 
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2a conſiderable change in his regimen, 
and mode of living; as, about the 


beginning of oftober, he began to 


complain of a ſenſe of weight and 
preſſure, at the inferior part of the 
ſternum, and epigaſtric region, attended 
with a troubleſome dry cough, ſhortneſs 
of breathing, and frequent returns of 
ſickneſs at the ſtomach. A ſenſible 
decreaſe of urine, was now preceived, 
and what was voided, was high coloured, 
with a conſiderable ſediment. The 
pulſe became extremely irregular, and 
frequently intermitted. Theſe very 
unfavourable ſymptoms, had a daily 


increaſe, but were not properly attended 


to, till the beginning of December when 
the legs began to ſwell conſiderably.— 
Diuretics, proper Purgatives, Bliſters 
and Expedtorants were adminiſtered, 
which procured a temporary relief. 
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Some time in January, however, che 
diſeaſe appeared to gain ground very 
Faſt © Pr. Harington was then ſo kind 
as to give ſome directions, and Mr. 
Orpin was afterwards viſited by Doctor 
Smith, late Profeſſor of Anatomy at 
Oxford, and at this time Savilian 
Profeſſor of Geametry, in that Univer- 
ſity. Dr. Fraſer "alſo occaſionally at- 
tended with Dr. Smith, and notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt efficacious medicines 
were preſcribed, their efforts were con- 
ſtantly baffled by the diſeaſe. Bliſ- 
ters indeed gave ſome relief to the 
breath; but diuretics had no effe& on 
the {urinary ſecretions; and it was 
evident that the bydropic diatheſis had 
taken place, to a conſiderable degree. 
The appetite {was now almoſt gone, 
and thirit was very great: his nights 


became extremely reſtleſs, and it was 
" with 


1 
with difficulty that he could continue 
in an horizontal poſture, for any ſpace 
of time. In the beginning of February, 
he was evidently much worſe; the 
ſymptoms became more violent, their 
returns more frequent; and Doctor 
Smith,“ who paid his elcemoſynary 
viſits with great regularity and attention, 
began to deſpair of his recovery. His 
- breathing was now ſo laborious, and his 


lungs ſo much oppreſſed, by the weight 


of the water, that. he was conftantly 
23.221 obliged 


1 think myſelf peculiarly fortunate on many ac- 
counts, that Mr. Orpin was attended by this Gentle- 
man. His Character as a Profeſſor, his Ability as a 
Phyſician, and his long Experience, leave no room to 
doubt that this caſe had been ſcientifically treated, 
and the aid of every effectual medicine called in. After 
viſiting this Patient, I conſulted with Dr. Smith on the 
accaſiun, and mentioned his particular deſire of giving 
my medicine a trial. To this the Doctor aſſented, with 
eat readineſs and candor, and wiſhed every poſſible 
ccels might attend its exhibition; but at the ſame 
. time 
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obliged to deſert his bed at night, after 
a very ſhort ſtay in it, and for twelve 
days and nights before I ſaw him, had 
ſcarcely had any fleep. On the fix- 
teenth of this month, he was removed 
to Coombe-Down, in hopes that a free 
and purer air might, in ſome meaſure, 
relieve his breath, and help to quiet 
- the cough. But the feaſon was unfa- 
vourable, the weather ſevere, and the 
. prevalence of a north eaſt wind, 
defeated all expeQtations of advantage 

that 


time obſerved, trom the deſperate ſlate of the Caſe, 
that moſt probably, all human efforts for the Patient'r 
recovery, muſt prove iueffectual. The Doctor had 
atterwards the goodneſs to viſit Mr. Orpin frequently, 
. with pleaſu e obſerved the rapid progreis of the cure 
and was on all occaſions ready to give bis advice an 
aſhfiance, From the very extraordinary effects of the 
Ethereal Spirit, which he was witneſs of on this 
occaſion, aud its known-efficacy on many others, he has 
been pleaſed to expreſs his high opinon of it map. goat 4 
in public, and acknowledge it to be a Medicine of m 
intrinſic worth, 
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that might have been derived from 
change of ſituation. He was ſtill 


called an eaſy chair, but which unfor- 
tunately was not ſo to him; and on the 
18th. was ſo ill, that it was agreed, he 
tould not poſſibly. live twice twenty 
four hours. II firſt, vifited him on the 
everſing of the 19th, and found him in 
ſo deplorable: a fituation,..that,. I did 
not think it. poſſible any thing leſs 


than: ſupernatural Interpoſition, could 


reſtore him. He was extremely, ema- 
ciated; with that ſqualid countenance 


and relaxed ſtate of the muſcles, which | 


is obſerved in people who are ſoon: a- 
bout to die.— His brain appeared to 
be. very much oppreſſed, and his anſwers 
were' given in a weak and very flow 
tone of voie. The pulſe was exceed - 
N | threadlike and intermitting, 

ines F at 


obliged to pafs his nights in what is 


f 
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at leaſt every fourth ſtroke. The con- 
ſtrictive pain of the breaſt, was at times 
intenſely ſevere; the breathing very 
ſhort and laborious; and he was obliged 
to be very cautious, even in altering his 
poſture in the chair. The legs were 
won to a vaſt ſize, and the ſwelling 
indeed Extended much above the knees, 
pitted very much on preſſure, and the 
diſcharge by urine was inconſiderable. 
All theſe ſymptoms taken together, 
were extremely diſcouraging:— In this 
deſperate fituation my medicine hap- 
pened to'be recommended to him, and 
accordingly I was ſent for. I ordered 
a draught to be taken that night about 
ten, and extraordinary as it may ap- 
pear, It procured three ſucceſſive hours 
refreſhing ſleep, namely, from eleven 
"till two, and the remainder of the 
* vas paſſed in bed, without that 
anxiety 
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-anxiety and oppreſſion, which had be- 
fore ſo conſtantly attended him. This 
Information I received the following 
day, with equal ſurpriſe and pleaſure ; 
and therefore ordered the draughts to 
be again repeated, night and morning. 
The fame good ſucceſs continued to 
attend them; and there was on that 
day, a conſiderable increaſe of urine. 
The - draughts of courſe were again 
repeated, and on the third night he 
ſlept between four and five hours, and 
in the ſpace of forty-eight hours, had 
made more than three quarts of urine. 
The conſtrictive pain acroſs the breaſt 
was very much abated, the breath very 
much. relieved, and the ſickneſs and 
nauſea, almoſt totally gone. On thurſ- 
day* (23) the patient, with a degree of 
e e, F ſatisfaftion 


on dis day, 1 made my ſecond viſit in W 
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ſatisfaction, eat part of a broiled fowl ; 
and from this time forward, his appe- 
tite daily mended, and in leſs than three 
weeks, his ſtomach ſeemed to have per- 
fectly recovered its tone. 

The diuretic power of this medicine 
was ſo great, that during the courſe of 
the ſecond week, he voided a full quart 
of urine ata time, and could then. take 
reſt in a recumbent poſture, It would 
be tedious, and unneceſſary, to give a 
regular diary, or a relation of minute 

circumſtances ; 


ich Dr. Smith and we were both moſt agreeably 
tpriſed, to find 70 f great a change for the better. The 
enn peared the moſt lriking, and 
worthy attention, was . very remarkable alteration in 
= pulfe ; which when I elt ſaw him, was ſmall, thread 
bent irregular, and almoſt conſtantly intermitting; now 
beat full and ſtrong, with the intetmiſſion much leſs 
frequent : This __ 9 c other circumſtances, ſerves 


tove, Medicine muſt. be to the 
bie — RANT TO, Aue ** Lives, ty the Vis 
ita, or living Principle. 
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ciraumſtances : it will be ſufficient far- 
our purpoſe to ſay, that my Medicine 
was pretty regularly xepeated for the 
ſpace of two months; that no ather 
medicine of any kind was adminiſtered. 
not even the moſt gentle Aperient; far 
by this alone, the bowels were kept in 
a regular and ſoluble State, flatus was 
diſcharged freely to bis great relief; and 
the urine continued to flow in a con- 
ſiderable quantity, As the complaints 
abated, he had a gradual return of 
ſtrength, and, in ſix weeks, was fo far 
recovered as to be able, in ſome degree, 
to follow his Profeſſion. At this time 
he enjoys good health, can aſcend an 
acclivity with ' eaſe, and ſeems to have 
nothing to complain of, but a ſlight 
degree of Palpitation, attended with a 
certain irregularity of the Pulſe, which 
may probably be conſtitutional or 2 
leaſt 
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leaſt of -long ſtanding. A troubleſome 
cough having been the conſequence of 
taking cold, two or three different 
times, it has been conſtantly relieved 
by the Æthereal Anodyne Spirit, given 
in a peQtoral draught, and a decoQtion 
of the Peruvian Bark, joined with 
Elixir of Vitriol, has been given with 
good: ſucceſs in ſtrengthening the ge 
neral habit. 


Ig ve attentively conſider the nature 
of Hydrothorax, which in the opinion 
of a celebrated Profeſſor, who is de- 
fervedly eſteemed one of the firſt Phy- 
ſicians of the preſent age, ſeldom, or 
never admits of cure, or even alleviation 
from medicine, the extremity to which 
this patient was reduced, and che in- 
efficacy of all other means that had 
been tried; it might give ſome room 

to 
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to doubt, whether it was poſſible for 
any medicine to procure ſuch fpeedy. 
and effeftual,;relief.—To, this I can 
only ſay, that the caſe. has been very 
fairly ſtated—in no degree exaggera- 
ted; that L have ſcrupulouſly. adhered 
to facts; and laſtly, that it is in my 
power to: adduce the teſtimony, of thoſe 
medical gentlemen, by whom Mr. 
Orpin was frequently viſited, during the 
courſe of the cure. Theſe, conſider- 
ations, and the extraordinary circum- 
ſtances —— caſe, have induced 
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The Operation | X Paracenteſs has 
been generally recommended by ſyſte- 
matio Wrizers in the Hydrothorax, 
_ when 
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when all other means of relief have been 
tried in vain; it has been ſometimes 
prattiſed, but rarely with ſucceſs ; and: 
for the ſame reaſon that it ſo ſeldom 
ſacceeds in the Aſcites: for if the 
exhalants, ſtill continue to pour out a 
redundant fluid, into the cavities of the 
abdomen and thorax; and the power 
of abſorption cannot be inereaſed, in 
proportion to the accumulation of fluid 
it is evident, that inſtead of a cure, # 
truce only is obtained. Other difficul- 
ties, alſo attend the Operation in this 
Caſe; as for the moſt part it will be 
neceſſary, that a puncture ſhould be 
made into each cavity of the Thorax, 
otherwiſe the Patient, can be but par- 
tially relieved; and from the part par- 
ticularly. affected with the conſtrictive 
pain, tis probable, that the cellular 
ſubſtance of the mediaſfinum is alſo 
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. 
loaded with water, which though the 
part win admit A pertötadonz hst! ird a 
cafe of ſuch” ümcertainty, feW'phricnts 
will b. e dlſpofed- to ſubmit to the opET 
adn Whit Lehen feu Praflitioriene wil 
venturs to recommend; and the * 


hike muſt then be from medicine. " 


his: Ia ro iam jm Hane! 

ede Which at preſent; are 
moftly* relied on; for the eure of the 
dropſy. are pfeparations, of erude 
Mercury broken don, and joined 
with ſome diuretic 'br:apefient medicine; 
ſome chymical preparationsof Merbary; 
prefiarations of Squills and Hellebore, 
Digitalis purpurea; either in ſubſtance, 
infufiör or decbttion; n 
partlcufatly recommended by 
Stortk ; a variety of diuretic WG 
whoſe virtues are very frequently un- 
tettain and to chele way alfo he added 
2 4 Dau 0 1 YOM h ſtrong 
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Arongemetics and draſtic purges.—In 
what manner do theſe various medicines 
operate, or from whence do they derive 
their power of exciting abſorption ? We 
preſume it muſt be chiefly from their 
ſtimulus on the nervous coats of the 
ſtomach and inteſtinal canal; and we 


are alſo inclined to- think, that their 


effects ceaſe as ſoon as that ſtimulus is 
removed.— We muſt, however acknow- 
ledge that ſome diuretics enter the 
lacteals, and being united with the cir- 
culating fluids, become an additional 
ſpur to the kidnies to perform their 
office: We may inſtance Camphire, 


Cantharides, terebinthinate Medicines 


&c. It does not appear that Cream of 
tartar; has any ſpecific virtue in the 


cure of the dropſy: when diſſolved in 


a large proportion of water, of which 


it requires more than an hundred 


times 


+ - 
8 * N *2 * — r 


( 43 ) 


times its weight to keep it ſuſpended, it 
alts as a mild diuretic ; and when drank 
in large quantities, in the dropſy, at- 
tended with much thirſt, it often does 
great good ; but other watery fluids have 
been alſo known to produce the lame 


effekt, 


It is moreover very clear, that the 


frequent repetition of purgatives of the 
draſtic kind, muſt weaken the conſtitu- 
tion, and therefore will not admit a long 
continuance; and the uſe of Mercury 
muſt frequently be diſcontinued, from 
ts tendency to paſs out of the habit by 
the ſalivary glands; which if not ſea- 
ſonably attended to, would produce 
dangerous conſequences. Of the other 
ſpecifics, Squill is perhaps the leaſt ex- 
ceptionable, as its diuretic effects are 
more certain, and 1 Its ys * be 
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ſo blunted, as; A. be nich 3 
and without much diſturbance to the 
ſyſtem: this cannot be, ſaid either of 
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The 3 . effects, "of the 
Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, in promoting 
abſorption, and , increaſing the thinner 
ſecretions; ; are derived from angther 
ſoutce Not from, deleterious | AC- 
rimony not from violent ſtimulus— 
but from its tonig, its cordial, and 


analeptic virtues; from the extreme 


tenuity, and volatility, of its component 


parts; whereby, it is capable of perva- 


ding the ſmalleſt capillary tubes, and 
of paſſing into that, ſeries of minute 
veſſels, perhaps only capable of re- 
ceiving the nervous and electric fluids; 
and alſo, of a fluid, Which though of 
perceptible 9 yet nearly ap- 

proaching, 
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It is however to a remembered that 
certain kinds of Dropfies, are from their 


very nature ineurable by medicine; 


for inſtance, hen the dropſy is 'occa- 


ſioned by 4*diſeafe of the Liver; which 


moſt probably will happen from ſchirrus, 
whereby the return of the venal blood 
to that viſcus may be much impededi— 
Alſo when a ſchirrus of the Liver takes 
place, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, chat 
Organ muſt perform its functions very 
imperfeAly. the ſecreted Bite will be 
both viſcid and vapid, fecerned perhaps 
in too ſmall quantities, unfit for co- 
operating in the buſineſs of Chylifica- 
tion; and from a want of its natural 
ſtimulus, and not being mixed in due 


proportion with the fecal diſcharges, a 
coltiveneſs 
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coſtiveneſs will enſue, and thoſe ſymp: 
toms attendant on Jaundice:—Hence 
we may learn why an Aſcites or dropſy 
of the belly alone, vill leſs readily 
yield to the power of medicine than 
when joined with Anaſarca; hence alſo 
we diſcover the-cauſe why the dropſy 
and jaundice are ſo often attendant on 
each other, and why ſo difficult of cure. 
The: moſt ſpecific remedies in ſuch in- 
ances muſt fail of ſucceſs. 


A rupture of the lymphatics has 
been aſſigned as a reaſon, why dropſies 
are often incurable : It is clear that this 
event ſometimes takes place, as in 
diſeaſes of the Brain—but we are not 


diſpoſed to conſider it as a general con- 


comitant cauſe; and it is probable that 


it ſeldom happens, as the ſymptoms are 
to be accounted for. on other principles. 


While 


While I am on this ſubject, it may 
not be atnifs' to take notice of another 
obſcure Difeaſe, which Doctor Heber- 
den has named Angina pectoris, for 
the cure of relief of which, I think 
this medicine is well calculated.“ I 
advance this principally on the opinion 
of that humane and excellent Phyfici- 
an, the late Dr. Fothergill; who, from 
obſerving the various ſymptoms of the 
diſeaſe, and collecting what light could 
be derived from diſſections, concludes, 
that the cure would be more effectually 
promoted by increaſing the thinner ſe- 
cretions, than by any other means. 
Indeed Dr. Macbride gives the hiſtory 
of a cafe, where the cure was attri- 
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On the Idea that the violent paroxyſms are occaſioned 
by Convulſion, we may be led to expect this to be a 


molt powerful remedy, from its great Antiſpaſmodic 
Virtues. | 
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| buted ſolely 10 an Iſſue in the Thigh; : 
| and draws a gancluſion, that ſome a- 
crimony Which had given riſe to the 
diſeaſe, was diſcharged by this « outlet : R 
| But from a, peruſal of the caſe, it does 
: not appear, that there WAS. an conſii- 
tutional or , hereditary .acrimopy ; and 
the cure ſhould: ſeem to haye been, ef- 
fefted, by the ſtrict mode of regimen 
enjoined by the Phyſician; for. it being 
admitted that obeſity is ſometimes a | 
concomitant cauſe ; Abſtinence, Ex- 
erciſe and Iſſues, ſeem to be pointed 
out as a proper means of; aflording re- 
lief. As there is alſo, for the, moſt part, 
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tity af. 2 ſerous fluid ound in che cavi- 
ties of the thorax, whatſoever tends 
to increaſe abſorption, will be peculi- 
arly ſerviceable.—This will be effected 


in an eminent degree, by he the- 
real 
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real Anodyne Spirit; which will alſo 
be affiſted 'by exerciſe, particularly on 
Horſeback.—It has been remarked, 
that when the Angina pedtoris proves 
fatal, the patient generally dies ſud- 
denly; from whenee we may conclude, 
that in theſe caſes; the heart itſelf is 
immediately diſeaſed, or the large 
veſlels iſſuing from it; perhaps ſome 
nerve is compreſſed, or the Pericar- 
dium loaded with an undue quantity 
of fat: either of theſe cauſes vill oc- 
caſion an irregular and intermittent 
pulſe, which is an almoſt conſtant” at- 
tendant on this Diſorder; and it is 
to be noted, that offifications of the 
larger Veſſels, will induce ſymptoms, 
emulating thoſe occalioned 4 the Hy- 
drothorax. 1 % 900 1 
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., The LC Nr. 8 . for 
many years paſt, had. heen ſubject to an 
aſthmatic complaint, loſs of appetite, 
bad digeſtion, and lowneſs of ſpirits; 
fametime in the ſecond week of Feb- 
ruary, 1786, caught a violent cold, 

which continued to get worſe to the 
twelfth of that, month, when he firſt 
debvired me to viſit him. I found a good 


„deal of general fever, that his head 


32 ag, much aftetted, and his lungs much 
oppreſſed, though, he expettorated 
freely; with great fickneſs at ſtomach, 
and, total averſion to every kind of 
food, —He was deſired to take an 
emetic early in the evening, ſome Sal 
volatile in a glaſs of cold water at bed- 
time, and the following morning, an 
aperient 
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aperient medicine, Ihe emetic - ſuc- 
ceeded very well; at night, however, he 
was reſtleſs in a great degree; and the 
laxative moved the bowels once only, 
a great part being vomited up, after it 
had: been in the ſtomach five hours. As 
the fickneſs ſtill continued, with other 
ſymptoms of fever, difficulty of brea- 
thing, and rather a full pulſe; four 
grains of James's pawder were given 
about the middle of the day, at night, 
and repeated early in the morning: 
the ſeeond doſe occaſioned ſiekneſs, and 
afterwards paſſed off by ſtool, which 
gave the Patient ſome relief, and leſſened 
a ſenſe of weight, and great uneaſineſo, 
about the lower part of the ſternum and 
epigaſtric region, which he had long 
complained of, particularly on taking 
cold. On tueſday (the 14th) as the 

feyer did not appear to diminiſh, and the 
= H 8 pulſe 
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pulſe was very quick, irregular and 
rather full, IJ had thoughts of taking off 
ſome blood; but knowing how ſubjed 
this gentleman was to lowneſs, and de- 
preſſion of ſpirits, and fearing 'that a 
purulent ſpitting, which was now come | 
on, and was very profuſe, might receive | 
acheck fromtheoperation, I determined | | 
to defer it till the morning; and in the l 
mean time ordered, a volatile faline | 
draught, to be taken frequently, in a | 
ſtate of efferveſcence, applied a bliſter | 

to the breaſt, as the breathing was, at | 
times, very laborious, and again repeated 
| 

| 

| 


Dr. James's. powder—This night like 
the former, proved both ſleepleſs and 
reſtleſs, the ſame kind of expeQtoration 

ſtill continued, and in great quantity; 

the head was very painful, the urine 
high coloured, and without ſediment, 
the pulſe leſs full, but frequently inter- 
mitted, 
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mitted. Wedneſday (the 15th) the 


ſame medicines were continued, and as 


the cough was frequent and very trouble- 
ſome, he was deſired to take two or three 
ſpoonfuls of an expettorant mixture, as 
often as it ſhould be neceſſary. He was 
daily taken out of bed, and almoſt the 
only reſt he got, was when fitting in a 
chair and leaning forward on a table. 
I viſited my patient early on thurſday 
morning, the 16th, and found that this 
night alſo had proved reſtleſs; the fever 
and other ſymptoms continuing nearly 
as the preceding day.— He was now 
viſited by Dr. Lyſons, a ſkilful, humane 
and worthy Phyſician, well known to the 
medical World, by his ingenious Publi- 
cation, on the effects of calomel and 
campkire in continued fevers. The 
Door order'd an expeQtorant mixture, 
with Oxymel of ſquills; and in conſi- 

deration 
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deration of his almoſt total want of 
{leep, a pectoral draught with a dram 
of paregoric Elixir, to be taken at 
noon, and repeated at night; and a 
large Veſicatory to be applied between 
the ſhoulders. The draught given at 
noon, ſeemed to procure ſome eaſe, but 
on the morning of the 17th, we were 
both much difappointed at the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of the night draught, which had 
procured no fleep; and the patient 
complained, that the, head was more 
painful, the breathing more difficult, 
and expeQtoration diminiſhed. The 
expectorant mixture was ordered to be 
frequently repeated during the day, and 
a diſh of pennyroyal tea taken very 
often with ſome ſal volatile drops, —At 
night, as he ſtill continued reſtleſs, witb 
great degree of feyer, and not in the 


leaſt diſpoſed to fleep, with a frequent 


and 
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and intermittent pulſe, and much fati- 
gued with conſtant cough and continued 
watchfulneſs ; the Doctor thought it 


neceſſary, that endeavours ſhould be 


made uſe of to procure lep. Paregoric 
elixir, the mildeſt of all opiates, had 


proved unſucceſsful, and to try a more 


powerful one; might be dangerous, par- 
ticularly as Opium, in certain conſtitu- 
tions, has ſuch prejudicial effe&s: with 
that liberality therefore, which is inhe- 
rent inthe true gentleman, knowing that 
my Ztherea] Spirit, had powerful ano- 
dyne virtues, and was alſo a good expec- 
torant ; he ordered thirty five drops'to 
be given in 4 draught, compoſed of cam- 


phire julep, penny royal water, and ſyrilp 


of ſaffron. On the following morning 
(the 18th) we had the pleaſure of finding 
our Patient much better, having had 
near three hours ſleep, by which he was 

exceedingly 


* F e * mn 


exceedingly refreſhed.. I need not add, 


much better appearance; and in leſs 


niſtered, all others were diſcontinued, 
a few fpoonfuls were occaſionally taken 
vas preſcribed, no other febrifuge was 


neceſſary; and the patient was gradually 
reſtored to his uſual health, 


! 


that this was a ſufficient inducement for 
repeating the medicine, and a very rapid 
recovery, was to be dated from this 
period, Each night became better till 
he acquired his uſual reſt. The fever 
abated, the pulſe became regular, the 
expettoration leſſened, and put on a 


than a week, he had a deſire and reliſh 
for food. Aſter this medicine was admi- 


except a pedtoral emulſion, of which 


for the cough. No opening medicine 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


This caſe ſufficiently points out the 
great efficacy of this meditine as an 
anodyne ; perhaps no other could have 
been ſubſtit ated: with ſafety.” Its ſalu- 
tary effects on Mee of relpiration, 
are alſo equally conſpicuous ; its febri- 


fuge and tonic virtues are no leſs appa- 


rent, —By its mild ſtimulus on the 
nervous coats of the Inteſtines, it occa- 
lions chat due degree of periſtaltic 
motion, vhichi is neceſſary to keep the 
bowels j in A ſoluble and proper ſtate ; 
and i its tendency t to act as a milddiuretic, 
when given in a moderate doſe, and 
to promote, inſenſible perſpiration; 
ſufficiently indicate the propriety of 
adminiſtering i it in many febrile com- 
laints, I can aſſert from repeated exper- 
jence that i in almoſtevery kind of Aſthma 
OE Ori DT MR it 
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it is a moſt powerful remedy and 1 
notwithſtanding they had derived their 


origin from very different cauſes, than 
any medicine hitherto, recommended. 
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and ſudden, _ 1 have 1 now x leyeral caſes 
which + could relate, of inveterate 
aſthmas, in people advanced in Life, 
who before takingthe Ethereal anodyne 
ſpirit, were either obliged to be almoſt 
conſtantly bolſtered up in bed during the 
night, and often to quit it totally ; who 
ſpent wretched and, moſt diſtreſſing 
nights, without deep, and were over- 
whelmed with pain; yet have been ſo 
much relieved, as to reſt ſome hours, 
the firſt time of taking it, with an allevia- 
tion of all ſymptoms, and its good effects 
becoming daily more conſpicuous. 

a I am 
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Jam almoſt confident, that this me- 
dicine taken twice a day in a due doſe 
in ſome petftoral or mucilaginous 
draught, and likewiſe received into the 


lungs by inſpiration, by means of Dr. 


Mudge's inhaler, will do more ſervice in 
diſeaſes of the Lungs, than the whole far- 
ragoof Syrups, Oils, Emulſions and Con- 
ſerves; or the whole tribe of acrid and 
indiſſoluble Gums, or fragrant and 
coſtly Balſams. This is not a mere the- 
oretic opinion as I have found it e- 
minently ſerviceable when adminiſtered 
in this way, where the patients had been 
heCtical for a conſiderable time, with a 
very frequent and troubleſome cough, 
attended with pain of the ſide, -loſs of 
appetite, and a profuſe ſpitting; of that 
kind of glandular Matter, which is 
thrown off from an inflamed ſurface, 
and which if not correfted; might, pro: 

12 bably, 
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bably, have ended in a true Phthiſis.— 
But its real efficacy in cheſe caſes, muſt 
be determined by further experience. 


© Ar . 


Mr. Culverwell, an inhabitant of this 


City, aged 64 Years, of a robuſt con- 
ſtitution, and who in general had enjoyed 


good Health; ſometime in February 


| laſt? caught a ſevere cold, which was 


attended with a troubleſome and dry 
cough, and great uneaſineſs at tbe 
breaſt. This complaint ſoon began ta 
increaſe, and became a pretty ſevere 
conſtritive pain, which ar, firſt laſted 
about an hour only, but during the 
courſe of the diſeaſe, he had ſevere 
paroxylms, prixitipally i in the night, for 

4796 SB 
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the ſpace of ſeven or eight hours; at- 
tended with numbneſs and an acute 
pain of the left arm, from the ſhoulder 
to the elbow. Theſe pains accom- 
panied one another, for as the former 
abated, the other was leſs violent alſo. 
During the ſeverity of the paroxyſm, a 
kind of {uffocating and tormenting 
ſenſation,* which ſeemed to ariſe from 
the clavicles and upper part of the ſter- 
num, paſſed up in a continued diredtion, 
on each ſide of the throat and face, 
and added not a little to this poor 
man's diſtreſs. 


When the conſtrictive pain of the 
breaſt became violent, and of long 
continuance, it was accompanied vith 
8 aids 


* I have met with this ſymptom in two other 
Patients. | 
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a good deal of thirſt, with head-ach, 
palpitation of the heart, and of courſe, 
irregular pulſe, His appetite gradually 
declined, and he was ſenſible of loſing 
ſtrength daily. About three weeks 
from the firſt ſeizure, the pain of the 
breaſt, and difficult reſpiration, obliged 
him to-quit his bed, about one or two 
o'clock in the morning; but in the 
advanced period of the diſeaſe, he 
often found it impoſſible to continue in 
it, more than an hour; and the remain- 
ing part of the night was ſpent in walk- 
ing, fitting ere in a chair, or leaning 
forward on a table; by which means he 
beguiled the tedious hours, and procured 
ſome reſt. But the unrefreſhing ſleep 
which was obtained by this means, 
added to another evil, the ſwelling of 
his legs being increaſed by that erett 
poſture, which continued in the morn- 

ing 
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ing, when the diſtention indeed was 
very great, and rendered the caſe more 
deplorable“. 


Hle was beſides generally coſtive, 
much oppreſſed with flatulence, and for 
ſometime paſt, had a gradual decreaſe 
of urine; and when I firſt ſaw. him, not 
more than a third part of the liquid 
taken in, was rendered that way. A 
dry and troubleſome cough, conſtantly 
attended the ſevere paroxyſms ; but the 
ſeverity of all: fymptoms had a remiſſion 
on the approach of day-light.——-Such 
was the ſituation, of this Perſon, when 
he. firſt applied to me for relief, the laſt 
week in April. + 
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In the inſtances which I have ſeen; it does not 
appearthat an increaſed ſwelling of the legs at all relieves 
the breaſt ; It only ſeems to, prove, that a more general 
hydropic diatheſis has taken place, 


Re 

Ihe firſt night, I ordered twenty five 
drops of the Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, 
in a draught compoſed of camphire 
Julep, pennyroyal water and ſyrup of 
ſaffron, with twenty "drops of vinegar 
of ſquills; and the following morning; 
a dofe of aperient pills. The draught 
ſucceeded ſo well, as to procure near 
fix hours ſleep, and the ſollowing day he 
thought himſelf better—He- was now 
ordered to repeat the medicine morning 
and evening, the doſe at night being 
gradually increaſed to fiſty five drops, 
and that in the morning to forty; which 
ſor the moſt part was regularly taken 
for the ſpace of ten days; and during 
that time, he had no paroxyſm ſo ſevere, 
as to oblige him to leave his bed above 
two or three different times. From 
that time forward, 'till his recovery, 


the draught was only' repeated at bed 
time 


665) 
time, and no other medicine adminiſter'd 
during the cure, except ſome aperient 
Pills, when it happen'd to be neceſſary. 
After the firſt week, the conſtrictive pain 
of the breaſt was very much abated, the 
concomitant ſymptom of pain in the 
arm vas almoſt gone; his breath was 
a good deal relieved, and he began to 
expeQorate more freely. There was a 
gradual and conſtant increaſe of urine, 
he became more alert, his appetite 
returned, and his general Health, daily 
improved. After the firſt fortnight, he 
got good reſt, and in the ſpace of fix 
weeks, was ſufficiently recovered to fol- 
low his uſual employment. 


Having twice caught a ſevere cold, it 
was followed with a troubleſome cough, 
ſhortneſs of breathing and tightneſs 
acroſs the breaſt, without a return of 

K any 
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any of the ſevere ſymptoms. The ſame 
remedy had its former good effect, and 
his complaints were perfectly relieved 
in five or ſix days, each time. 


This Perſon was recommended to my 
care, by Mr. Symons. a very ingenious 
Surgeon of this City, to whom the 
public is much obliged, for his attention 
to, and improvement of, the new City 
Baths: having examined his caſe with 
particular attention, he without heſitation, 
pronounced i it tobe Hydrothorax, which 
I conceive the above hiſtory maſt fully 


confirm, 


OBSERVATIONS. 


It is the opinion of Profeſſor Cullen, 


that Hydrothorax or a collection of 


ferous 


169 


ſerous fluid in the cavity of the breaſt, 
occurs more frequently than is in gene- 
ral imagined; and alſo, that in Anaſar- 
ca, the general Diathefis ſeems to affect 
the thorax, ſooner than it does the head 
or abdomen. It is perhaps very difficult 
to aſſign a reaſon why this cavity ſhould 
be more ſuſceptible of a diſeaſe which is 
the conſequence of genera] debility 
of the ſyſtem, than the abdomen; we 
doubt not however, that this opinion is 
founded on obſervation, though it has 
eſcaped the notice of prattitioners in 
general: tis alſo very probable that the 
diſorder which has often been confi» 
dered as an inveterate Aſthma or oc- 
caſioned by a depoſite of gouty Acri- 
mony, and treated as ſuch; on a 
proper inveſtigation of the matter, might 
have been diſcovered, to be an Hydro- 
thorax, Two inſtances of this kind have 
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lately happened within my own know- 
ledge; the one in the caſe of a perſonage 
of the firſt Conſequence. — 


Bliſters and Iſſues are often ineffeu- 
ally recommended, and indeed it would 
be difficult to conceive how an iſſue, 
or bliſter, ſhould cure a dropſy of the 
breaſt. They may ſerve to amuſe the 
patient, and procure a drain from the 
habit, which eventually may do no good. 
Bliſters indeed, when applied to the 
part, may from their ſtimulus, and 
diuretic quality of the acrid ſalt which 
the flies contain, produce ſome tempo- 
rary relief; but to be really ſerviceable, 
they would require a long continuance, 
which the great irritation they occaſion, 
very often will not admit of, 
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As to diuretics in general, how un- 
certain this claſs of medicine is in its 
operation, muſt be obvious to every 
Practitioner. It is moreover difficult 
to aſſign a reaſon, why the ſame diuretic 
medicine is employed with ſo much 
ſucceſs in one patient, and totally with- 
out effect in another; even in caſes at- 
tended with ſimilar ſymptoms, and in a 
ſimilar ſtate of the diſeaſe. We do not 
pretend to account for this circumſtance, 
yet there is one probable reafon why, 
in certain caſes of Dropſy, ſcarce any 
of the preſent medicines, termed diure- 
ties, produce any effect. We conclude 
it to be, from a want of tonic powers, of 
that analeptic Virtue, which is neceſſary 
to invigorate the languiſhing habit, and 
to aſſiſt nature in carrying on her various 
and manifold operations; particularly, 


that of abſorption.— On this account, 


Camphire 
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Camphire ſhould ſeem to deſerve a 
diſtinguiſhed place among medicines of 
this claſs. 


No medicine can be of real ſervice 
in this diſeaſe, but as it tends to excite 
abſorption, to ſtrengthen the digeſtive 
organs, and to give tone to the general 
habit. This will in ſome meaſure be 
promoted by the cooperation of exerciſe, 
as it tends to promote perſpiration, and 


is one well known means of exciting gen- 


eral abſorption, A light perſpirable 
diet,* will alſo be exceedingly proper, 
and patients under theſe circumſtances, 
ſhould be reſtrained from all viſcid 
flatulent and acrimonious Food ; and 
above all things, from every kind of 

| 1 ardent 


tamen generFdurioris, Celſus, lib. g. cap. 21. 


* Cibus to debet ex media em materia, ſed 
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ardent Spirit; as having a fatal tendency 


to debilitate the habit, and enervate the 
conſtitution. 


8 26; i. 


Mrs. W—— This Lady is now about 
44 yearsof Age, and for a long period, 
has been liable to frequent IIIneſſes. 
Being of an irritable habit, and from 
redundant acrimony, ſhe was ſubjeR to 
an habitual diarrhza, which often 


required medical aſſiſtance; and at 


other times, to obſtinate conſtipations 
of the bowels. She has frequently 
been attacked with violent ſpaſms, and 
contractions, in various parts of the 
body, and to ſo great a degree, in the 
hands and arms, as to be totally in- 
eapacitated from writing, and with 
| difficulty, 


| 
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difficulty, able to feed herſelf. This laſt 
complaint vas more relieved by cupping 
than any other means. She was alſo 
ſubje to violent rheumatic pains; and 
once had the Sciatica ſo ſevere, as to 


occaſion lameneſs, for a conſiderable 
ſpace of time. 


About the month of July 1785, the 
complained of pain in the ancle of the 
leſt leg, which gradually and continually 
increaſed, notwithſtanding every aſſiſ- 
tance given her by an able, attentive 
and experienced Surgeon. Embroca- 
tions, cataplaſms with a large proportion 
of opium, and fomentations, were 
had recourſe to in vain. The pain 
extended from the ancle to the knee, 
and a general ſwelling of the limb took 
place. Bliſters were applied to the 
parts affeted, but without ſucceſs. 
; Afterwards, 
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Afterwards, mercurial ointment was 
added to the cataplaſms, and Calomel - 
rubb'd on the duQs of the ſalivary glands, 
after the method recommended by Mr. 
Clare. This, though applied in ſmall 
quantities, occaſioned a plentiful ptyaliſm 
which laſted. for ſome weeks, but with- 
out any ſenſible advantage. The part 
ſtill continuing to ſwell, attended with 
great and conſtant pain, as a laſt reſource; 
a Cauſtic was applied to the inner ancle, 
and before the eſchar ſeparated, an 
abſceſs formed, and diſcharged itſelf, 
on the oppoſite ſide. The diſcharge 
was ichorous, black and fetid, and in- 
dicated caries; however, after much 
trouble, both wounds healed up, leaving 
an anchyloſis, —-Two other abſceſſes 
alſo formed, on the fide of the tibia, 
one about the middle of the leg, the 


other near the knee; but theſe being 
L | laid 
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laid open and dilated, yielded to tlie 
common mode of treatment. Doctor 
Lyſons, her Phyſician, after a great 
variety of medicines had been uſed to 
no effect, directed a ftritt, and abſte- 
mious regimen, and various altera- 
tives were tried, though with but little 
advantage. The pain was in general 
ſo violent, and ſhe at night ſo reſtleſs, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to have 
frequent recourſe to opiates, and that 
in a pretty full doſe. This gave a 
temporary relief, but was attended with 
ſickneſs in the morning, and a vertigo 
that ſometimes laſted the whole day. 


In January 1786, a ſevere pleuritic 
pain, made blood- letting neceſſary, and 
the operation was twice repeated. 
A bliſter was alſo applied to the part 
affected, and by the affiſtance of pro- 

per 
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per medicine, the pain and fever were 
totally removed; but the other com- 
plaints ſtill continued, as before, without 


any abatement. 


In February, it was very obvious, 
that the conſtitution was much impaired; 
ſhe had very little appetite, frequent 

returns of fever, and except when 
under the influence of opiates, was 
always in much miſery, Towards the 
latter end of this month, both legs be- 
came anaſarcous, the ſwelling increaſed 
in a rapid manner, ſoon reached the 
thighs, which at laſt came to an enor- 
mous ſize. The parts affected, were 
hard, tenſe and painful to the touch; 
the urine high coloured, and voided in 
{mall quantity. The diarhæa at times, 
was very troubleſome, yet ſo far from 
relieving any complaint, that it only 
* 5 Wl contributed 
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contributed to a viſible - decreaſe of 
ſtrength. The face, and upper part 
of the body, were mnch emaciated ; 
and the third week in March, it was 
concluded, from the great weakneſs, 
unremitting pain, and total lofs of 
appetite, that the diſeaſe muſt ſoon 
terminate, fatally. 


On the 19th of this month, Doctor 
Lyſons ordered forty drops, of the 
Ethereal Anodyne Spirit to be taken at 
bedtime, and repeated either once or 
twice in twenty four hours, as it ſhould 
be neceſſary. The powerful diuretic 
effects of this medicine, took place 
immediately, a conſiderable quantity of 
urine having been voided that night. In 
the ſpace of a week, ſhe was much 
bett*r ; the opiate at night became un- 
neceſſary, and there was a ſenſible 

decceaſe 
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decreaſe of pain. In another fortnight, 
we had gained ground conſiderably; a 
plentiful flow of urine continued, the 
limbs were much leſſened in ſize, and 
the appetite was very much improved. 
The Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, was 
now continued almoſt conſtantly, at 
night, for ſometime ; in ſhort, till the 
ſwelling was tatally reduced; when un- 
fortunately, a violent indigeſtion was 
likely to have deprived us of all: the 
advantage we had gained, and the 
patient of her life. This complaint, 
however, was removed in four or five 
days, but ſhe was ſo much reduced by 
it, and the habit ſo much relaxed, that 
one leg and thigh again began to ſwell 
very much. The Ethereal draught, 
was again adminiſtered ; which beſides 
having the good effect of an opiate, 
gradually reduced the ſwelling, and 
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increaſed the appetite ; and her general 
kealth, is reſtored to a degree, that 
has exceeded the moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations of all her medical attendants, 
as well as of all thoſe, who were about 


her. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The ſudden, and powerful diuretic 
effect of this medicine, is ſufficiently 
ſhewn in the hiſtory of this caſe ; but it 
is perhaps of more conſequence to re- 
mark the great alteration induced in the 
general habit—In a conſtitution that 
appeared to be almoſt worn down with 
Diſeaſe; where the fluids were much 
vitiated; where a peculiar acrimony, 
had made a depoſite on different parts 


of the ſame limb; and where its painful 
effect 
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effect on the Joint ſtill continued, though 
the wound was healed; the Æthereal 
Anodyne Spirit afforded more relief; 
and contributed more towards a cure, 
than the moſt powerful alteratives. It 
gradually reſtored the appetite, it was 
alſo a means of procuring reſt, and 
it plentifully evacuated the morbid 
humors. 


This patient, on account of the ſtiff 
Joint, being deprived of exerciſe, obli- 
ged to lead a ſedentary life, and con- 
tinue much in a ſitting poſture ; has had 
ſome return of a hard ſwelling and ſtiff- 
neſs in the right leg and thigh. This 
medicine therefore, has been oceaſion- 
ally repeated, and when given in a 
pretty full doſe, has ſcarcely ever failed 
of increaſing urine, to at leaſt triple the 


quantity made on thoſe days, on which 
the 


* 


__ „ n a 
OO > — — 


2 2•¹³ 


| 


(680 


the medicine was omitted and reduced 
the tumor, which was exactly ſimilar to 
thoſe obſerved in the thighs of anaſarcous 
patients. +. 


It is of conſequence to know, that its 
diuretic Effect in general, ſeldom takes 
place in a conſiderable degree, 'till the 
doſe is increaſed to forty or fifty drops ; 
and I ſometime fince had a patient, who 
being too cautious about the doſe, con- 
tinued it for near a fortnight without 
advantage; but on taking fifty drops 
twice a day, ſhe in the courſe of four 
days, evacuated by urine and alvine 
diſcharges, ſome gallons. It may not 
be improper to add, that this patient 
having a great averſion to medicine, 
took it in no other vehicle than rheniſh 
wine and water; that all other medicines 
had for ſometime been diſcontinued ; 

and 
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and that the Digitalis purpurea, was 
neceſſarily relinquiſhed ; as it occafioned 
nauſea, vertigo, and total loſs of *appe- 
tite, which has never ſince been reco- 
vered, It appears probable, that the 
tone of the ſtomach was more- injured 
by this medicine, if I may venture to 
give it that name, than by the Diſeaſe 
itſelf; as before we had recourſe to it, 
the appetite was very good.“ As f 

S ber 
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* An ingenious Phyſician, who reſides in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, has informed me, that a Lad 
whoſe ſtomach bore large doſes of it without its occaſi- 
oning much ſickneſs. and where it was gradually increaſ- 
ed ſo far as ſeven grains, without producing any diuretic 
effeft ; had her ſlomach ſo much injured by it, as never 
after to recover its tone, and the Dropſy remained in- 


In another caſe of Aſeites, it a young woman, it 
cured the Diſeaſe, but brought on a paralytic Affection, 


which however, her youth arid the aſſiſtance of medicine, 
at length, enabled her to ſurmount. 


In the caſe of a Lady, who lives in a diſtant County 
and laboured under an aſcites joined with —— 
the 
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as, my on obſervations have gone, I 
am ſorry to be. under the diſagreeable 
neceſſny of drawing the following con- 


e * 
665 % nod Sail 1272 cluſions; 


14 
. $ % of + . 
i 


* 


the foxglove proved more diuretic than any other me- 
dicine,” and procured temporary relief; on a ſecond 
trial tol#tver, it had no effect en the urinary ſectetion, 
bot Bru ht on a deadly ſickneſs. attended with great 
de bin en Which account it was neceffarily diſcon- 

. I e e 542 97 US? 
It was alſo adminiſtered to a Gentleman in Cornwall, 
Ib à dtepſy of the Breaſt, and the account which I have 
received from thence ſays, that it acted more powerfully 
ay a diuretic, than any other medicine that was — 
and having relieved all diſtreſſing ſymptoms, it was 
concluded that the water had been perfectly evacuated. 
The foxglove was continued for the ſpace of eight days 
Only, when it brought on à fever, delirium and ſuch 
dimneſs of fight for ſeveral weeks; as entirely to deptive 
the patient of the amuſement of reading. He continued 
In a State of tolerable eaſe for ſome months, when the 
Nſraſe fetürned wich its former violence. The op" 
——— of the Phyſtcian whs now obtained, for the 
iał of the” Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, and on this otcca- 
fion, I ſhall relate the event, in the words of the Gen- 
tleman's ſiſter, to her friend in Bath —“ Under theſe 
„ circumſlances, the Ethereal Spirit was given, and 
e vithout acting at all as a diuretic or cathartic, my 
„ Brother was agam unaccountably relieved from the 
« oppreſſion at his Preaſt, and the increaſcd ſwelling 
"6 of the belly leſſened, and in this tolerable flate = 
; «7 p 
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clufions ; that Digitalis purpurea, has 
no certain diuretic properties that it 
is exceedingly inimical to the human 
frame, particularly the nervous ſyſtem; 
and that by a perſeverance in its uſe, 
after it begins to occaſion nauſea and 
ſickneſs, tends to injure the ſtomach, 
and occaſion irremediable evils.* 


has remained ever fince,” N. B. It was once be- 
fore taken by this gentleman, and procured great re- 
lief, without any ſenſible evacuation, gh never given 
in a full doſe, nor continued a proper time. The above 
letter was wrote in July, and J have been lately inlorm- 
ed, that he died about two months ſince. | 


I yery heartily. join in opinion, wich an ingeviogs 
Correſ) ondent of Worceſter, who in his Letter to me on 
by jeQ, ſays, yr yg mer _ 2 late given 

it very generally, and in /ma{/ doſes, rather 
. favorably of it. If I am not miſtaken, Hay ſoon, 
with the whole tribe of noxious vegetables ſo much 


in faſhion, fink into the contempt they deſerve! * 
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C A S .. VI. 
Mr. B—a perſon of property in 
chis neighbourhood applied to Dr. Har- 
ington ſometime in the month of June 
laſt, on account of difficulty and 
ſhortneſs of breathing, attended with a 
dry cough and pain acroſs the breaſt. 
He appeared to be of a robuſt conſtitu- 
tion, had a floind complexion, and in 
general had enjoyed good health. This 
complaint had gradually been coming 
on him for ſometime, accompanied with 


Toſs of appetite, thirſt, debility and inca- 


pacity of getting exerciſe from walking, 
both on account of ſhort breathing, 
weakneſs, and a ſmart pain extending 


acreſs the breaſt, He had for a con- 


ſiderable time been ſubjeQ to a palpita- 


"i of dhe Neun which even now re- 


furns 
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turns from the leaſt exceſs in drinking, 
particularly of any ſpirituqus mixture. 
His legs began to ſwell, the urine was 
high coloured, aud voided in ſmall 
quantity: his nights became reſtleſs, and 
the oppreſſion on his breaſt preventing 
ſleep, he was often obliged to ſit up in 
bed, and required the admiſſion of freſh 
air from the window; and at laſt was 
compelled for two ſucceſſive nights, to 
leave his bed altogether, and either 
walked in the Room, or ſat upright in an 
armed chair. He felt greatanxiety about 
the Prœcordia, had an intermitting 
pulſe, and a diſagreeable ſuffocating 
pain, which paſſed up on each fide of the 
throat and face.—A lax ſtate of the 
bowels, which happened about two years 
ago and was very obſtinate, induced him 
at the recommendation of ſome friend, 
to make uſe of Brandy and water at his 

meals 
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meals, as a common beverage; which, 
as it ſeemed to agree with him, he per- 
ſevered in its uſe, and perhaps with too 
much freedom, as it probably laid the 
foundation for all thoſe complaints. 


Dr. Harington had twice preſcribed, 
and directed ſuch medicines as are 
generally found moſt efficacious in 
Dyſpnæa and InfarQions of the Lungs, 
and with a view alſoof promoting urinary 
ſecretion, Theſe medicines bad been 
continued a fortnight, and though a 
bliſter, which had been applied between 
the ſhoulders, diſcharged very freely, 
all the ſymptoms increaſed ; and he had 


a moſt violent conſtrictive ſeiſure acroſs 


the breaſt, which laſted many hours. 


The .Doftor having maturely conſi- 
dered this cafe, had no doubt, but water 
1 18 in 
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in the cavity of the Thorax, was the 
ſource of all theſe complaints ; and now 
ordered a diuretic Draught,“ with thirty 
gr b 212. » ive 
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*R, Julep. é Camphor. drachmas decem 
Aq. Cinnam. Simp. drachmas tres 
Tinct Aromat. x 
Syr. Croci a drachmamunam 


Acet. Scillit. gt. xv. vel xx. m. f. Hauſtus. 


The Ethereal Spirit was originally given in this kind 
of draught to the firſt patient who took the medicine, as 
it was conſidered to be moderately ſtomachic and mildly 
diuretic ; but I have ſince learnt from experience, that 
it is of much greater conſequence in another view, as 
the Æthereal Spirit, when joined with the acet. ſcillit. 
may be given with the greateſt ſafety in a full doſe, 
which indeed will generally be neceſſary in moſi hydropic 
Caſes. By leſſening the action of the medicine on the 
heart and arterial ſyſtem; the blood will not be driven 
to the head with that force, nor act with that impetus on 
the brain, which it otherwiſe would do; and hence will 
be a means of preventing that headach and drowlineſs 
| Laier would be the conſequence of a full doſe; particu- 
larly in patients much debilitated or of very irritable 
habits. It has moreover the advantage of keeping the 
bowels in a ſoluble ſtate, aud I have not had reaſon to 
make any alteration, except in the proportions of the 
vinegar of ſquills and æthereal Spirit; always” takin 

ticular care to avoid nauſeating the ſtomach Muc 
$ been ſaid, reſpeQing the 2 of Vinegar of 
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five drops of the æthereal anodyne 
Spirit, to be taken at bedtime, which 
was alſo to he repeated in the morning, 
with a leſs doſe of the ſpirit. This was 
continued three days, which gave ſen- 
ſible relief; and the ſpirit was then in- 
creaſed ten drops, both in the morning 
and night draught. 8 | 


After the firft week, he lay down in 
bed with eaſe, his ſleep returned, he 
had no paroxyſm that was in any degree 
fo violent as the preceding, and he be- 
gan to make water with freedom. The 

medicine 


Squills to the æthereal Spirit, and infinuations have been 
thrown out, as if the diuretic effect depended on this 
circumſtance; but in innumerable inſtances, its effects 
have been equally ſalutary, without this Addition. No 
praftitioner need be, informed, what little reliance 
is to be placed on twetity or thirty drops, of Vinegar of 
Squills taken once, or at moſt, twice only in twenty- 
four hours, in any kind of dropſy, but more particu - 
larly in dropſies of the breaſt, | 


\ 
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medicine was repeated for another fort- 


night at bedtime only; then it was 
taken, in a full doſe, every ſecond or 


third night; in which manner it was 


continued about two months. No other 
medicine was preſcribed after he com- 
menced this courſe, nor indeed was it 


neceſſary, as the bowels were kept 


ſufficiently open, and often purged by 
it, He now enjoys good health, and 
has no complaint, except an accidental 
return of ſhortneſs of breath, which 
has ſometimes been the conſequence 
of great exertion, d 3 


OBSERVATIONS, 


This caſe ſeems ſufficiently to prove 
the fatal effect of Spirituous liquors, 
and that it induces, that general laxity 

N of 


. Q£f. a. 
- 
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of the ſyſtem, which diſpoſes to Dropſy ; 
a flight exceſs, has more than once. 
been the means of bringing on a con- 
ſiderable degree of palpitation, and- 
oppreſſion at the Præcordia; and What 
had been recommended as a medicine 
became actually a ſlow poiſon; perhaps 
alſo it might give a check, to the diſ- 
charge of ſome acrimony, which nature 
was 5hrowing off from the habit. 


m here beg leave to obſerve, 
„ different. cures which have 
been effected by the Æthereal anodyne 
Spirit, it has not been aſſiſted in any one 
inſtance, by iſſues or bliſters; and in 
one caſe, where an iſſue had been made 
in each thigh, and both were trouble- 
ſome, I very readily complied with the 
wiſhes of my patient, that they might 


be permitted to heal up; which was 
done 
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done without inconvenience, as indeed 


they had not in the leaſt conduced to- 


wards his relief. 


In theſe caſes alſo, however great the 
difficulty of breathing, however violent 
the conſtrictive pain on the breaſt, the 
lancet is as much to be dreaded as the 
ſtab of a poniard: it is never made uſe 
of with impunity, and the tranſient 
relief. it may poſſibly procure, is dearly 
purchaſed by increaſed debility, and a 
more general relaxation of the ſyſtem. 
A little reflection, may eafily convince 
us, that the operation can never anſwer 
any curative intention; it therefore 
very much behoves us, in caſes of ſuch 
imminent danger to att with the greateſt 
circumſpettion ; leaſt we ſhould add to 
the burthen which ,we wiſh to lighten, 

N 2 | and 
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and weaken thoſe powers which were 
before inſufficient for its remoyal. 


I muſt further remark, that, when, 
from a general laxity of the Solids, that 
ſtate of debility is induced in the ſyſtem 
which conſtitutes the hydropic diatheſis, 
every cavity, and the whole cellular 
ſubſtance will be liable to be more or 
leſs affected with diſeaſe; and particu- 
larly the cavities of the thorax, for the 
reaſons already aſſigned. When the 
patient however is ſo fortunate, that his 
caſe will admit of cure, it is very clear, 
that, till the ſolids have again regained 
their tone, he will, from a variety of 
accidents, be prone to a return of the 
ſame complaints—Nothing will ſo ſurely 
effect this, as an intemperance in any 
kind of fermented liquor ; but more 
eſpecially Spirits of every denomination, 

whether 
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whether plain or medicated. The pa- 
tient is hereby inſtructed, how much it 
behoves him to pay the ſtricteſt regard 
to regimen, and to uſe every endeavour 
to improve his general health, by tem- 
perance and a proper attention to what 
medical writers call the Non-Naturals, 
to vit, air, diet, ſleep, exerciſe, due 
evacuations, and the paſſions of the 
mind. The practitioner is alſo admo- 
niſhed of the neceſſity of tonic, brac- 
ing, and reſtorative medicines; that 
inſenſible perſpiration is to be promot- 
ed, and external abſorption*prevented ; 
both which purpoſes will be effected by 
a regular and conſtant uſe of Horſe ex- 
erciſe. Friction will alſo very much 
contribute to the ſame end. 


CASE 


‚ 
? 
1 
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en. 


Dr. Lyſons did me the favor of 
ſending the following caſe, with his 
premiſſion to publiſh it, 


A farmer“, whoſe wife, or himſelf, 

*© attend Bath market twice a week; 
„ came to me March the twenty-fifth, 
* 1786, on account of his wife's ill 
* ſtate of health. He deſcribed her 
* as being dropſical, coſtive, very much 
** ſwoln, ſhort breathed, making very 
* little water, and not able to lie down 
in bed. —I ordered her a ſcruple of 
* Rufus's pill, and three grains of Ca- 
* lome], to be made up in four pills, 
« and 


* Mr, Chancellor of Pensford. 
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* and taken about ten o'Clock at night, 
*© and that the next morning, ſhe ſhould- 
* begin upon the: . diuretic 


©, mixture.” 


R. o eil 
Aq. Juniper. Comp; 
Sqr. ex Alth. a Semunciam 
Spirit. Nitri d. drachmas duas 
Aq. Menth. ſimp. uncias ſeptem 
m. ſumat. 8 


April 5th. © I viſited her, at her 
** houſe, fifteen miles diſtant from Bath, 
© and found her ſtate of health as above 
* deſcribed. by, her Huſband, and ſhe 
« fitting at the end of the bed, with 
* her feet hanging down; in which 
* poſture ſhe had continued day and 
; ſaying ſhe could not lift up 


te ber feet, nor lie down in bed with- 
out 


096) 

out a ſenſe of immediate ſuffocation. 
I urged the neceſſity there was for 
keeping up the legs, and that ſhe 
ſhould get into bed at night, and by 
means of bolſters, be kept in almoſt 
an erect poſture. The pills were re- 
peated this night, and an ounce of 
manna, an ounce of compound Juni- 
per water, and two drams of nitre, 
ordered in a -pint of common emul- 
ſion; a quarter of a pint to be taken 
the next morning, and repeated three 
times a day.” 


April 8th. © The pills were again re- 
peated this night, and the emulſion 
continued, with the addition of two 
drams of pulv. Contrayerv. comp. on 
account of ſome pains in the bowels 
being complained of. - The manna 


„ was 
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was ülſo omitted, but ordered tò be 
* — ** ä * 2 


| April 15.5 Fading thas/ although 
«© the medicines the had taken, had af- 
++ fordedher ſome relief, yet, that the 
„ diſeaſe" was: not likely to be fabdued, 
„ without the aſſiſtance of ſome other 
% metlicines; ant having obſebved the 
% powerful dluretit effect df the Spiri- 
© ths theres Anodynus prepared by 
Nr. Tickell, and the benefit Mitreby 
+ received in the caſe of 4 Oetenla, 
ho was ſabjec to an habitual Aſthma, 
1. and was, at the time of my preſerib- 
4 1 . the medicine, labouring under 
* great anxiety of the precordia, want 
. « of fleep, inability of walking, eſpe- 
9 * cially up ſtairs, and other ſymptoms 
0 indicating water int the cheſt, I ordered 
for Mrs. C######## 2, follows; ; 


O R. Ag. 
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R, A. Juniper. comp. drachmas tres 
9 Ys» balſam. , drachmam unam 
Spt. Ether. Anod. gt. xxx. 
i2uorizAcets Scilogt xx. io 
ts bad Aqur: fantanit zJefqitiunciam - f. 
i hauſtus furbendns mac notte, et re- 
bo peiendus omiĩ hoanetmance,! il 
124% omo! Yo ns ili 2 notte 
-11 After taking thidaſt medicine, ſhe 
Riqvas, mot onlylxaiſed. from a, ſtate of 
F yotah nativity. but epabled;to move 
-f,ahoutithe, houſe, and; qyen ride two 
or res hay od ui boi! 


po A 1x:519; 1 22 
May 3. "ks ; the w ithed t to be eaſed 
401715! 1 For? 4 


of the. burthen of 1 much me die leine, 
ID, 211410 


bs ye conſented! to her raking an heres 


013 


9 1 * loving pills, with an eye to the 


O10 


+ allhqatic. complaint, Og, as to 


ah #7 . 


. * 
20 _ 
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„ obviate the coſtivetiels EX 
45 of 101 21 pag. OO! 21 132 21015 i: 
- III 80 101 CEE l 34 110 4 ns VI. 


Pc ETFS. OR 


: R. Len Ammoniac! Tl O07 ID quit 
3 pi. Rufivna drachmam una. 
4 Syrup. Zingiberis* qU5s:2Agfit 
4 pilulæ triginta, tres ſumendæ bis die. 
* ; 
# 2. 11 3 
4 May Sch. She complained that 
y 


** the pills I laſt ordered, did not ope- 
rate fo- well as What The took in ſingle 
67 Hes dceafionally : 3 She therefore 
vas direktell to take the calomel pills 
oy wies a weck, At bedtime ; and re- 
++ peat the Ethereal draughts night and 
TY morning. "How, long the purſued this 
«method, 1 am not particularly in“ 
„ formed, but he recobered, and no 
+ "mttends' the Bath, market on wedneſf. 
4 day fairly s" Bepit: jth ag” 
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Tha efficacy of the Æthereal Spirit 


in this caſe is too obvious to require. 
any comment ; but it may not be im- 
proper to add, that the quattity the 
took of the Spirit, was about three 
ounges and an half. * 


* 


Captain G--hem, a, gentleman about 
ſeventy one years of age, had been 
ſubjeR, at different periods of his life, 
to nervous complaints and biliary, ob- 
ſtructions. In, the beginning of the 
ſummer 1786, he firſt perceived a ſhort- 
neſs of. breath, attended with, a dry 
cough; but ſaqn,, became ſenſible of it 
in a great, degree, on, aſgenging an ac- 
clivity, or going up ſtairs. After, this 
complaint had continued ſometime, 

50 N walking 
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walking up a moderate aſcent became 
very diſtreſſing. About the latier end 
of July, he applied for medical Aſſiſt - 
ance, and was for about ſix weeks, un- 
der the direction of a Phyſician of e- 
minence in London, who appeared to 
be perfealy well acquainted with the 
ſymptoms and nature off the 'difeafe. 
which he pronounced to he a'dropfy of 
the Breaſt, but gave the Gentleman's 
friends very little encouragement to ex- 
pet a cure; and it was judged prudent,” 
that the Patient ſhould\ remain unac- 
quainted with his diſorder. Aſter a 
fruitleſs trial of medicine for ſevera} 
weeks, without relief, or diminution 
of ſymptoms, he was adviſed to put 
himſelf” under the care of another me- 
dical Gentleman, who was faid to have 
given great relief in ſimilar complaints. 
Several different medicines were re 

| commended 
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commended; hut che moſt preſing ſymp- 
toms ſtilb continued ihough the fpätient 
w moe relieved by ther and à few 


drops of ThebaietinAure than any other 


medicine 1 10 eiii ily „. ay 


©! bo1529qs orlw nobnod fm 559g 


Under theſe: circumſtances he tet out 


for Bath, and Joon; after bis arrival, 
became my patient On 9 the leaſt 

exerciſe; from walking, bis breathing: 
was ſhort and laborious, he had often a 
violent pain acroſs the breaſt; a trouble- 
ſome; cough, by which heoithreweoff a 
conſiderable quantity of a chin glandu - 
lar diſcbharge; and his urine: was very 
high coloured, with a brick duſt ſedi- 

ment,” and voided in, mall quantity. 
He had not lain doyn in bed one hight, 
for. more than three months paſt; and 
could get no geſt, but hen «bolſtered, 

up, Very: high. Attempting to recline 


Dbase On 
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on either fide, but moxe particularhi the 
; left; brought ON an almoſt immediate 
ſufſpaation. For the moſt cpartiilaſter 
an hoh ort NO of, diſturhed- geſt , he 
vas awakened, by a Moti diſtreſſing aud 
difficult reſpiratjon pnattended umith a 
ſenſatjgniat the pit obthÞr ſtomach ĩſuel 
as he, ſaid he could with difficulty: gde- 
; ſeribeg hut/which, feened as if life gyas 
going 49 depart from him: and chivaſten 
laſted for many hours. As the pazogyſm 
went off towards morning. ahe again got 
ſome diſtuihed reſt. hiho indeed to- 
we him, very, little, gefreſhment, hut 
canſtantly,,left., e weak. 
vob. Dsbivib on: novis 2d 01 »Thomgh 
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_— Quibus b bnicum Laddere licet ua 05 
asonbmeum et quo ſolo hydrops pectoris. a cætetis- t 
cultatis reſpirandi Speciebus diſtingui Quando ni- 
mitum Spirandiedifficultas primo en is ſoinni tempore 


dine cken intercipit, ac per 3.50 is urget, 
rotedente vero die fenſtm lent * River. 
— 2— lib. 7. Cap. V. 


ver. pre 
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Though be could eat tolerably well 
once in the day, yet he was generally 
ſenſible of the effetis of indigeſtion, 
and was very much emaciated. His 
pulſe was quick; irregular, frequently 
intermitting, and at times, he com- 
plained of violent palpitations.” On 
ſunday morning, OR, itzth, he took 
an aperient medicine, and at night, a 
draught with thirty drops of the Æthe- 
real Spirit, which was alſo repeated on 
monday in che forenoon. From the 
ſhortneſs of breathing, and volatility 
of the ſpirit, the draught was ſwallowed ® 
with great difficulty, and was therefore x 


N obliged to be given in divided doſes, 9 
3 for four or five days. On monday 1 
L night about eleven o'clock, he had a 2 
3 ſevere paroxyſm, after having had an . 
; hour's reſt, which laſted for a conſider- ; 


able time; when ſafficiently recovered, 
he 


605 
he took the medicine, and his night was 
more tolerable than the former. After 
the æthereal anodyne Spirit had been 
continued four days, he began to dimi- 
niſh the number of his pillows, and 
within the fortnight, could lie as low in 
bed, as he ever had been accuſtomed 
to do. On the fourth day alſo there 
was a viſible increaſe of urine, and on 
the ſeventh, eighth, ninth and tenth, 
he voided on each day, from three 
quarts to a gallon. For another week, 
it continued to flow very freely, when, 
being perfectly relieved from all diſtreſſ- 
ing ſymptoms, there was every reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that all redundant fluid was 
evacuated. 


The greateſt revolution happened in 
this gentleman's caſe, reſpeQing the 
pulfe, that I ever remember in any pa- 
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tient, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. As 
the flow of urine began to increaſe, the 
pulſe became more ſlow, leſs irregulat, 
and the intermiſſion leſs frequent. On 
the eighth day, the pulſe beat only forty 
ſtrokes in a minute, and in the ſpace 
of four days afterwards, gradually got 
up to fixty-five and ſeventy, became 
ſtrong, with the intermiſſion once in 
twenty-five or thirty ſtrokes only. 


The appetite now became voracious, 
and hunger was ſcarcely to be ſatisfied ; 
there was alſo a profuſe ſpitting, often 
a full pint in twenty-four hours; certain 
ſigns of a relaxed ſtomach, and vitiated 
ſtate of the gaſtric juice.— He had a 
regular motion, generally once in the 
day, and, as his breaſt was perfectly at 
eaſe, and urine made in full quantity ; 


Bark and Bath Water were now pre- 
{cribed, 
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ſcribed, which ſeemed to do the ſtomach 
conſiderable ſervice ; the ſpitting leſ- 
ſened, and the appetite became much 
more, moderate, | At this time, the pulſe 
again became very irregular, varying 
very. much, in point of quickneſs, in 
a ſhort ſpacę of, time. On the ſecond 
of November he thought himſelf better 
than for ſome preceding days, looked 
more chearful, and had better ſpirits, 
but the pulſe was found to vary much 
in the ſpace of a few minutes. When 
I rſt meaſured the pulſe, it beat about 
ſeventy ſtrokes, but very irregular; I 
ſoon-alterwards, examined again, and 
was aſtoniſhed to find barely forty 
ſtrokes;; without, the patient being ſen- 
fible;,of any particular affection; and 
during half an hour 1 remained with, 


him, talked . a good deal, and with, 


chearfulneſs. I left; him about noon, 


P 2 and 


4, 
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and at three o'clock was ſent for in 
great haſte, as he was ſuppoſed to be 
dead; which on my arrival, I found to 
be the caſe. He had gone from the 
drawing room into the bed-chamber, 
where it is probable from circumſtances, 
he might have been making ſome ex- 
ertions in examining his baggage, which 

arrived the day before, as he dropt 
down and expired inſtantly. 


During our converſation in the fore- 
noon, he mentioned, that his reſt had 
been rather diſturbed about the middle 
of the night, and, finding a particular 
ſenſation at his ſtomach, was induced 
tolay his hand on it, and ſaid that we 
had diftinaly counted twenty pulſati- 
ons, which were not ſynchronous with 
the heart—this was his own obſervati- 
on. Itcan ſcareely be doubted, but 

FIT | that 
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that this pulſation was from the Aorta, 
and that his death muſt have happened, 
from the burſting of that, or ſome other 
large veſſel ; andthe ſtate of the pulſe 
at noon, ſhews that the heart or arterial 
ſyſtem was very much deranged. 


It is matter af much concern, that in 
angina pettoris, and very frequently in 
Hydrothorax, the foundation of the 
complaint is laid, by a peculiar affec- 
tion of ſome noble Organ, but princi- 
pally of the heart; in which Caſe, if we 
are fo fortunate as to procure an alle- 
viation of ſymptoms, it is all that ean 
paſſibly be expeAted from medicine. 


- 


| CASE, 


S A 8 E, IX. 
1 74 I "13 * ' ' ; | 1 * 
5 John Far ent, a gardener, and an 


2 - 


Inhabitant of this place, tall and of a 
| ſpare habit, in the beginning of June 
| laſt, caught a ſevere cold from lying in 
a damp bed. In a few days he became 
_ feveriſh; had a troubleſome | cough, 
with ſome difficulty in breathing, and 
attended with a pain of the fide, 
Depending on his conſtitution, which 
was naturally good, and having recourſe 
only to culinary medicine, his com- 
plaints daily increaſed; his cough be- 
came very troubleſome, and he expec- 
torated with great difficulty. His appe- 
tite gradually decreaſcd, he had much 
thirſt, and, at the end of the fourth 
week, was attacked with a diarrhœa, 
by which his ſtrength was conſiderably 

5 | reduecd, 


6 


reduced, and he was great part of his 
time, confined to bed: He continued 


in this ſtate to the end of July, when a 


Lady ſent him half an ounce of the 
Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, with direc- 
tions to begin with fifteen drops, and 
take that doſe twice a day in hoar- 
hound tea. Having regularly an in- 
creaſe of fever towards night, he was 
cautioned never to exceed twenty-five 
drops, and very gradually to make that 


addition. 


The good effects of this medicine 
were evident in leſs than a fortnight, as 
it relieved the difficulty of breathing, 
leflened the cough and fever, and pro- 
moted expeCtoration. By degrees he 
regained his appetite, got ſtrength and 
ſpirits, and within fix weeks from the 


commencement of his taking the Æthe- 
| real 
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real Spirit, he was enabled, in ſome 
meaſure, to follow his uſual employ- 


By the jLady's direQion, he called 
on me, the ſecond week in September, 
when he conſidered himſelf recovered ; 
but, there being ſtill ſome remains of 
cough, 1 gave him another half ounce 
of the Spirit, with orders to continue 
it every night, till the cough had per- 
fely left him, which indeed happened 
foon after. 


I muſt obſerve, that in this caſe, the 
Eihereal Spirit was given in hoarhound 
tea only, and that it had not the aſſiſ- 
tance ofany other medicine; and though 
its exhibition would be certainly impro- 
per in pneumonic complaints attended 
with any conſiderable degree of inflam- 


mation, 
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mation, yet I am fully convinced, from 
repeated experience, that when given 
in a moderate doſe, it has very power- 
ful febrifuge Virtues. 


I can with pleaſure add the caſe of a 
tradeſman#® of this city, who had a very 
troubleſome cough for fourteen months, 
for which, beſides change of Air, he 
had in vain.tried many medicines. An 
immenſe quantity of glandular Matter 
was thrown off by the cough, he had 
colliquative Sweats, and his ſtrength was 
much reduced, This perſon informed 
me, that half an ounce of the æthereal 
Spirit, taken in ſmall doſes, in hoar- 
hound, tea, during the ſpace of three 
weeks, had done him more ſervice, than 
all the Medicines he had before made 
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Mr. Baker of Cock-lane, 
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trial of; as the cough had daily decreaf- 
ed, very ſoon after he had commenced 
its uſe, and at che end of five weeks, 
gave him no trouble or diſturbance, but 
juſt in the morning, when the quantity 
he expettorated was very Iticonſider- 
able. „Having. taken freſh cold in the 
beginning of november, there was ſome 
increaſe of cough, which was accom- 
panied, with, a difcharge of glandular 
mucug, that had not the mo diſtant 
appearance of Matter ; his appetite re- 
maining perſełtly good, without fever 
or. diminution of ſtrength. 


"When a genuine "heQic mas taken 
place, as the conſequerice of putmonary 
Phthilis, ye, have only to lament che 
inefficacy of all medicine, except fuch 
as is merely palliative: our thief atten- 
tion therefore, is to be directed to the 


prevention 
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prevention of ſo fatal a malady. From 
the good effects of the Ethereal Spirit, 
ina variety of coughs, particularly ſuch 
as derive their origin from catarrhs 
and defluxions, and which indeed very 
generally lay the foundation of a pul- 
monary Phthiſis ; I can aſſert from the 
fulleſt conyiction, chat it is to be prefer- 
ed, to every other remedy; ; and, when 
Joined with the peruvian Bark, which 
perhaps will agree better when taken in 
Milk, than any other way, and do molt 
ſervice in this ſtage of the diſeaſe, it 
will be found to give ſudden and ſur- 
priſing relief. 


I ſhall now V proceed to ſome other in- 
ſtances of the efficacy of this medicihe 
in febrile caſes, particularly of the in- 
termittent kind. A perſon was recom- 
mended to me, who had laboured under 


2 2 9 an 


( 116 ) 


an irregular intermittent between two 
and three months; it had indeed been 
ſeveral times checked by the Bark, and 
ſo much, that the patient was often free 
from any paroxyſm for eight or ten 
days, yet it every now and then return- 
ed, and often' in a much leſs interval. 
On his journey to Bath, he was much 
fatigued, being at that time very weak, 
and ſoon after his arrival had a pretty 
ſevere paroxyſm. Evacuants were firſt 
preſcribed, and afterwards the Bark, 
which was continued for a week, with- 
out the leaſt advantage. I firſt ſaw him 
about this time, and found he had a 
good deal of fever, a quick and weak 
pulſe, attended with much pain in the 
head, conſtant thirſt, and that he was 
much emaciated. His nights were gen- 
erally reſtleſs, and he had not the leaſt 


appetite for food. There were great 
marks 


6 


marks of debility, and on the - ſlighteft 
exerciſe, the pulſe became ſo quick, as 
ſcarcely to be counted. Notwithſtand- 
ing he had been freely evacuated, yet 
finding ſo much fever upon him, I ven- 
tured to give at night a doſe of , James's 
powder, and a mixture compoſed of 
Mindererus's Spirit and camphire Julep. 
The powder acted , mildly, procured 
only two motions, without any other 
ſenſible. effect; and was repeated the 
following night, with the addition of 
another grain. It now ated both as an 
emetic and purgative; and though the 
pulſe was at an huadred and ten ſtrokes 
in a minute, on the days of Intermiſſion, 
yet I reſolved to give the Bark, and a 
pretty full doſe of the powder, was 
ordered to be taken in milk, at leaſt 
every three hours. The next day he 
continued in a fimilar ſituation, and as 

his 
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his nights had been reſtleſs, with much 
pain of the head, I gave him at bedtime 
a draught with thirty-five drops of the 
Ethereal Anodyne Spirit. On viſiting 
him about noon the following day, when 
the paroxyſm was expected to have re- 
turned, he informed me of his having 
had ix hours ſleep during the night, that 
hefoundhimſelf much better, and on ex- 
amining the pulſe, there was a decreaſe 
of at leaſt thirty ſtrokes, The draught 
was repeated five ſucceſſive nights, with 
the addition of five drops of the Spirit 
the Bark was now taken once in fix 
hours, for two days, and the four fol- 
lowing days aſterwards, once in eight 
hours only. Afﬀeer taking the firſt 
draught, there was no return of rigor, 
nor ſcarce any febrile ſymptom. The 
appetite 'foon began te improve, he 
Beis 17608 q reſted 
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reſted well at night, had a daily inereaſe 
of ſtrength, and by the above means, 
obtained a ſpeedy and perſect cure. 


It may * objefted, that as the peru- 
vian Bark, was given at the ſame time 
with the æthereal Spirit, it will be dif- 
ficult to decide, to which medicine the 
cure is to be aſcribed : But I muſt ob- 
ſerve that Bark, Emetics and Antimo- 
nials, had before been, repeatedly given 
without ſucceſs; and that the good effects 
of che æthereal Anodyne, were almoſt 
immediately conſpicuous, in its giving 
him that repoſe, and that abatement of 
pulſe, which the other medicines bad 
not been able to produce. £44 


ir bas allo dcp g e oi 
in a periodical pain of the face, which, 
W it laſted, was attended with a” 


fevers 


* 
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ſevere Spaſmi in the eye; and returned 
regularly, with great violence, every 
afternobn about two v'tlock. It is well 
known, that complaints of this kind, 
will very frequently: yield” to nothing 
but the peruvian "Bark; it was however, 
very fortunate in this Lady's cafe, that 
it could be relieved by other means, 
not 'being able to avail ourſelves of that 
valuable medicine, as it had on all OC- 
caſions, conſtantiy diſagreed with her. 
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110 While 1 had the honor of anendiag 
on Mr. Elton, 'of / Stapleton, to whom 
the Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, in July 
laſt, had done rematkable Service, when 
labouring under à multiplieity of alarm- 
ng. Complaints; he informed me that 
his groom had been uſeleſs to him for 
ome months, having been rendered in- 
capable of ſervice by an Ague, which 

had 
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had been ſo obſtinate, that the Bark, 
had no other effect, than to, ſtop, the pa- 
roxyſm for a few days ; and this it had 
done ſeveral times, hut the feyex always 
returned with the greater violence.;|;Sg- 
veral noſtrums had alſo been tried in 
vain. Charms and amulets were not 
forgotten. Having mentioned the very 
remarkable effects of the Æthereal Spi- 
rit in the above caſe; Mr. Elton gave 
directions for his coming to Bath, and 
on examining him; in company with 
Mr. Anderdon, “ we found that the ter- 
tian he had ſo long laboured under, 
had lately changed its pe, and was 
„i bon Rlo: 1'$0QS 5D become 


Fre a . 1811191 £ 


— > 
„an b b QED LET of acknow. 
— 7 tions 20 bn A 4 in defer. 
| Rs y ai dered as eminent in his, Profeſſion, for his 
| doe aki jipartiat condułt on this and ſeveral other 
-occakous,; ho ſetting. aſide every intereſted Idea, 
made it apparent that welfare” of the patient, was 
his firſt objea, 
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become a quotidian. His complexion 
being yellow, the belly tumid, and 
ſome pain being felt from preſſure on 
the region of the Liver, it was thought 
adviſeable as the firſt ſtep, to give a 
mercurial doſe at night, and purge it 
off the next morning. The aperient 
medicine operated hriſkly, and at noon 
he had a ſevere paroxyſm, which laſted 
its uſual time. Thirty-five drops of 
the æthereal Spirit were given at bed- 
time, which procured him an exceeding 
good night, and a remiſſion of the pa- 
the following day. The draught 
was repeated for five or ſix ſucceſſive 
nights, the ague again reſumed its for- 
mer type of a tertian; and in a very 
ſhort time, perfectly yielded to the pe- 
Tuvian Bark joined with alum. From 
thele caſes, I was indüced to make trial 
of the æthereal Spirit in a regular ter- 
tian, 


6123) 


tian, without the aſſiſtance of Bark; and 
giving it three times a day, in a pretty 
full doſe, the patient was cured in the 
ſpace of nine days. This perſon was a 
maſon, and conſtantly attended his em- 
ployment, on the days he was free from 
the paroxyſm, and was expoſed t very 
unfavorable weather all the time. jp 


2 4 : — 


- I do not vin to bd aitcricadodie 


this medicine is here recommended as 


a ſpecific in intermittents ; hut there 
are very good grounds to ſuppoſe, that 


when Agues are irregular and obſtinate, 


and the patient is much debilitated, it 
may be joined wich the Bark, to great 
advantage; and in a late inftance, I am 
fully perſuaded, that it tended greatly 
to facilitate che cure of a quartan, at- 


tended with unfavorable ſymptoms, in 
a lady pretty far adyanced in life. 
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8 Willigms, a. native of Baib, 
who is about nine years of age, and at 
this time lives with his mother in Barnes's 
Court, in Horſe Street, was ſeized with 
the firſt Epileptic fit in June 1782, when 
about four years and three months old. 
Though a robuſt. child to appearance, 
he had been ſubjeRt to a trembling from 
his' birth, and apparent weakneſs of 
nerves. His mother, who is a healthy 
woman, had no fright nor any other 
accident that happened to her, as far 
as ſhe can recolleQ, during geſtation. 
The child when firſt ſeized, had his 
ſenſes very perfect, and the firſt, ſymp- 
tom which was obſerved when. his com- 
plaints came on, vas turning his head 
over one ſhoulder, which was followed 


by 
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by a ſooliſh grin; when he ſoon aſter- 
wards fell down; and became inſenſi- 
ble.“ Theſe fits happened very fre- 
quently by day, and he alſo ſometimes 
had them by night. Soon after his firſt 
ſeizure, he was taken to a Phyſician of 
this City, of great ability, who very 
humanely attended to the caſe, and pre- 
ſcribed for him during the ſpace of 
ſeven months, but without gaining much 
advantage. For twelve; months after- 
wards, he continued in the ſame ſitua- 
tion, making trial of ſuch domeſtic re- 
medies only, as were occaſionally re- 
commended by the neighbours. The 
fits then left him for ſeveral months, 


* From this poſition of the head, previous to the fit, 
it may reaſonably be 3 that the preſſure on the 
brain was made on that fide, probably by ſome extrava- 
ſated fluid; for further confirmation of this, ſee Dr. 
Lyſons's practical Eſſays, ſeRion the third, page 159, 
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but he grew weak and diſpirited; on 
which account, application was made 
to another. Phyfician, of great ingenu- 
ity and extenſive practice, under whoſe 
direction he continued about three 
months, and in addition to medicine, 
a trial was made of the warm Bath. 
At; this time he had a good appetite 
and ſlept well, but as he ſtill continued 
weak; his mother was adviſed though 
not by the Phyſician, to make trial of ſea 
bathing, which was purſued in the whim- 
fical manner'of' bathing:nine mornings 
ſucceſſively, and after an intermiſſion 
of the ſame number of days, it was 
again reſumed, and continued in this 
manner for nineteen weeks; and during 
the laſt fortnight, he had a return of 
the fits, with the former violence. In 
„April 1786, he. : WAS, received into the 
Briſtol dne where hg: continued 
ot 2909 i 28 = for 
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for the ſpace of three months, and 
was then difcharged as incurable. He 
ſoon after: grew ſo weak, that he was 
ſcarcely able to ſtand, appeared to he 
totally enervated, and his ſenſes be- 
came gradually impaired. In [January 
1786, he was electrified eight different 
times, but he daily became worſe, ap- 
peared more debilitated, almoſt loſt the 
uſe of his arms, and walked with great 
difficulty; and ſoon after this, ſo totally 
loſt his ſenſes, as not to know his mo- 
ther, and became even incapable of 
feeding himſelf. His ſtools and urine 
paſſed off in voluntarily, and he, in re- 
ality, became a moſt ſtupid Idiqt. 
About five months ſince his -Clavigle 
being fractured by a fall, hè was brought 
to Mr. Perry, an ingenious Surgeon of 
this City, whoſe humanity towards the 
ge when in need of chirurgical aſ- 
1 ſiſtance, 
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ſiſtance, cannot be ſpoken: of in too 
high terms of praiſe. This gentleman 
having cured the fracture, put à ſeton 
in his neck, and gave ſome general di- 
rettions; and having ſometime after- 
wards given me an account of the caſe, 
ve agreed to make trial of the æthereal 
anodyne Spirit, giving five drops, of 
the ſtronger preparation, three times a 
day. The doſe; after the firſt week, 
was increaſed 0 ſeven drops, ſoon 
afterwards brought to ten, and has ſince 
been gradually increaſed to thirty 
drops, three times a day, which for his 
| age, may be: confidered as a very large 
> . porportion, but in this ſuhject, has never 
given rife to any untoward ſymptom. 
For the firſt; fortnight. the fits were al- 
together as frequent, and by no means 
leſs violent, but on the third and fourth 
week, there was a very ſenfible amend- 
dans! ment. 
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ment. In the fixth week his ſenſes be» 
gan to improve, he took notice. of ob- 
jeRs, became ſenfible of the calls af 
nature, and for ſome days had not a 
fingle attack. The fits then became 
periodical, coming on for a week, very 
regularly, at five o'clock in the evening 
 — fince which, they have returned at 
different times of the day, but were 
"of ſhort duration. The æthereal Spirit 
has now been continued about three 
months, and the fits at this time“ are ſo 
light, as fcarcely to deſerve that name, 
being little more than a tremor, attend» 
ed with a flight degree of inſenkbilicy, 
and laſting a few ſeconda only. He bas 
lately gained ſtrength very much, has 
occaſionally been ſent on exrands by his 
mother, and 'tis now probable that he 
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may become a uſeful hember of ſociety. 
a orm ate ften conſidered to be the 
cfaſe'bf'this cothpliitit; the patient was, 


föur Gr five tines putged with pulv: 
bafilicus, but u worms were voided, 


ant beffdes anichietie ano other inedi- 


ciflb was adminifitet but the ethereal 
Spinnt“! * i Nad te gout 

o19w 1d sb fl Io evmii nie 
hie abtiom aof lkbiö medicine on the 
braiti and hervousG ſyſtem, muſt be ad- 
mitted to be Very powerful, and con- 
ems, what I have already advanced, 
oblits itonie and ſanaleptic virtues. 1 
muſt further remark, that though the 
Boy's ſenſes are now returned with 
altbletable degree of memory, yet be 
appedrs to have the underſtandling only 
of a child tabbui four or five years old: 


and that the Ideas which have been im- 


preſſed on the ſenſorium commune, 
be 6-4. during 
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Weg and fugitive, AT nature to improve 
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This Patient has been ſeen by Doctor 
Smith and Berke and as the 


Lak is certainly of a very extraordinary 


re, conſidex;that 1 ſhquld. neither 
_ done Juſtice to myſelf or the ſpub- 
lien if, had not, at this time, tahen ſon me 
notice gf it though, 1. pledgy myſelf, 
give a future, agcount,, of the 70705 
of ais, as well as of the foll ee a 
when proper opportunity, ſha af SY 
Tha hiſtory. of thig gaſe, I could,onl 7 
learn; from the. child's mothe 550 
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her relation Has been always uniform, 
1 can have no reaſon to doubt of its 


—_ conformable to. truth. 
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Mary Movre—who lives with her 
Mother in Balance-Steeet, No. g, andl is 
near eleven years of age, was about fout 
months fince feized with an epileptic fit 
whilſt in church. The ſecond attack 
happened nine days afterwards, and then 
the fits returned once in twelve or four- 
teen hours. She generally lay inſenſible 
and ſpeechleſs fot à quarter of an hour, 
when ſhe began to foam at the mouth, 
and in eight or ten minutes afterwards 
to ſpeak. On the going off of the fit, ſhe 
remaine dvety tow and difpirited, and 
was in ſome degree tonvulſed for ſeveral 
hour 
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hours. The epileptic fits then left her, 
and che attacks in future began wich a 
painful fenſatton dn the left fide of the 
mouth, Which ſoon commanicated itſelf 
to the neck and left urn. when the whole 
fide gradually became affected, and was 
econtratted With cunliderable pain. Thefe 
painful Tefiſations were attetmed with 
violent fpaſms in the bawel which have 
often tafted for twenty four hours; und 
aftet a remiſſion of ſix hoars, have agun 
returned with their former violence. In 
this very diſugreeable ſituation ſhe den- 
tinued about two months; by which ſhe 
was much weakened, and almoſt loſt all 
appetite for food. She was dliſtered, 
put into the warm Bath, and proper me · 
dienes were adminiſtered, by Which ſhe 
was in fome degree relieved, but the 
ſpaſms foon afterwards retarned, with 

w_ the 
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the howels had been much Jleffened, by 
clyſters and ether medicines, but, the 
cdnvulfive puin of the ſide, Vas ſo obſti- 
nate, as not. t ield either to,cxternal 
applications, or whatever, medicine was 
taken internally. She was hrought to 
me about fiye weeks ſince,/;whenbe was 
immediately ordered to begin with the 
Ethereal Anodyne Spirit, i taking ten 
drops; at a dole; which Ws .xegeated. 
thizee times a day,; or oftengr,; as the caſe 
required, an afterit had been continued 
three days. ſhe became ſenſible, of its 
good effects, t firſt the. ,gomplaint re: 
tuxned twieegin gwentyriguzbaurs, but 
s eſs ſevere and of much ſhqrter, du- 
ration, aud dus ng he bird. week. from, 
thgcommeugement af hex taking ihe me- 
diginegdh wes feycral day Sz withopt any. 
convulſive Spam, bub it aft HHN dsf re 
turned, though much leſs violent. Her, 
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mother remarked; that before the child: 
took the Æthereal Spirit, the convulſive 
ſpaſms returned every other day, with 
great violence, continuing for eight or 
ten hours, aid on that account ſhe was, 
on theſe' days, obliged to get —— 
ſon to ant her, ide (193393 warwolo! 


1 mor 91:1, JT % TOW! vil Tit 
She 4" now taken Bl medicine pretty 
regularly for five weeks; on ſome days 
has not the leaſt ſenſation of .pain or 
ſpaſm, and when either returns, it does 
not continue more than five, minutes. 
The child. herſelf i; ſo ſenſible of the | 
good cffect of the Ethereal Spirit, that, 
on the firſt Symptom. of any ſpaſmodic 
AﬀeRian; ſhe inſtantly requeſts ber.mo- 
ther, ſor a, doſe of the medicine; and 
chere ia, yery reaſon to hope from the 
ſucceſs ;hich has already attended its 
Ly thai. by preſeyerance and attention 
od to 
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ful enuſpaſmadia vimus of the Ehereal 
Spirit, I thall beg leave to inſert the 
following Letter, which I have lately 
had the honor of receiving from Mr. 


1 SE 


SIR, 


— profeſſional — in 8 
much contempt as Doctor Mack. Adair 


does thoſe Noftrums he calls Quack 
Medicines, which have, for years paft, 
proved, beyond a doubt, to have fue- 
ceeded, when all others have failed; 1 
think it a debt due to you, and to the 
public too, if you ptcafe, to fay, that 1 
have for more than three months — 
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been much diſtürbed with a violent 
nuttering. and palpitation of the heart 
which never ceaſed, and was often fo 
violent, that I apprehended it would 
continue 'till my heart ceaſed all motion. 
I have nov for five weeks paſt taken, two 
or three times a day, fifteen or ſixtee n 
drops of the Athereal Spirit with ten of 
Vinegar of Squills, in a glaſs of Pepper- 
mint Water, and though I cannot ſay 
the flutter and palpitation is quite re- 
moved, yet it is much leſs troubleſome, 
and ſometimes fcarce perceptible; and I 
can attribute the benefit I have received, 
to no other cauſe than the Efficacy of 
the Ethereal Spirit.” I have conſtantly 
tode on horſe back, before, and fince 1 
took the Medicine? bur 1 muſt obſerve 
that excluſive of the flutter, and palpita- 
tion of my heart, that I have all along 
lelt, as well, if not better, than moſt 
s 2 men 
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men of my age“, and none other of the 
animal functions that I could ce 
were diſordered. 


bf am with Eſteem, 
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Si. your bible ſervant” 85 
| Philip Thicknefe, Senior 
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St. Senden Hermizage 
near Bath. Tan 
er the 10th, 1, 


Nel. 


3 —_— the. viocgds of ſquills 
| _—_ added to the Æthereal Spirit, and 
I" | 1 vexy ;generally join them together, in 
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three Patients® at this time, where the 


conſtitution 1 is ſo delicate, and the ner- 


vous ſyſtem ſo irritable, that I have not, 
in either caſe, been able to exceed twen- 
ty five drops of the milder preparation 


of the Ethereal Spirit, and even that 


doſe, till the vinegar of ſquills was ad- 
ded to it, conſtantly occaſioned a con- 
fiderable degree of ſeveriſh heat, and 
very much affected the head. Since the 
addition, the medicine agrees perfealy 
well; and the Patients have been very 


much relieved; and it almoſt always | 
has the good effect of PEI the bow-" 


els in a foluble fate. * | 

It 1 — objeded. an" even bj 
ſome of my friends, that in ſpecifyitg 
„ | | "the 


q* 
. 4 


* Obe Patent! has a dro fo, cer « an ape iy po 
the third violent ſpaſms in the ſtomach, 
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the virtues of the Ethereal Spirit, the 
recommendation has been too general, 
and ſor diſeaſes ſeemingly of a very dif- 
ferent nature. I think this objeQion 
may be obviated, by | aſking this ſimple 
queſtion; are not mercurials, antimo- 
nials and opiates given with Succeſs in 
a great variety of complaints ? 


That it is poſſible for the ſame me- 
dicine to afford frelief in a diverſity of 
diſeaſes, will eaſily be underſtood. by 
Phyſiologiſts; and to the unmedical 
reader, nothing can he more ſatisfaQtory 
than matter of fact; we will, Lowever, 
endeavour to elucidate this ſubje&, by 
conſidering the ſtomach as the great 
ſource of health and diſeaſe. The in- 
finity of nerves with which it js ſupplied, 
and the communication it has by tha 
means with other organs, will in ſome 

5 mamaeaſure 
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meaſure account for.this circumſtance. 
Whatever medicine therefore has a con- 
ſiderable influenceon the nervous ſyſtem, 
will by its immediate action on the ſto- 
mach, convey its virtues to the organs 
in its vicinity, and afterwards to others 
that are more diſtantly. connected with 
it ; and that a fluid of ſuch ſubtlety and 
fineneſs of parts as the æthereal Spirit, 
may have a ſudden and powerful action 
on the nerves, is ſufficiently proved from 
the almoſt inſtantaneous and well known 
effects of many other medicines leſs vo- 
latile. Many therefore are the diſorders, 
to which a medicine of ſuch great energy 
may be extended through its action on ſo 
important a viſcus, and one ſo univer- 
ſally connected as the ſtomach is known 
to be; eſpecially as a variety of thoſe 
very diſorders, ariſe from the debili- 
tated enervated ſtate, to which it is but 
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too frequently reduced by irregularities 
of one kind or another ;* amongſt theſe 
may be mentioned Palfies, Epilepfies, 
Rheumatiſm, Scurvy and many others 
befides thoſe I have hitherto mentioned. 
The Gout alſo, when not hereditary, 
appears to be the effect of an imperfe& 
affimilation of the nutritive parts of our 
food, from debility of the digeſtive or- 
1 ganz; and the only cure of the diſeaſe, 
1 will be from ſuch a mode of diet and 
1 regimen, as will occaſion no difficulty 
. indigeſtion, nor be the means of con- 
veying any erudities into the habit. alia 


| There are s who would in- 
F ſinuate they are perfectly in the ſecret 
ol preparing this medicine an affetta- 
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tion of much knowledge, may frequently 
be obſerved. in thoſe who are the leaſt 
entitled to it—let ſuch enjoy their own 
good opinion, but let the blic bewaze 
of impoſit ion. I mult at the ſame time 
confeſs. that I ſhould be much wanting 
in acknowledgments to à numerous 
ſet of gentlemen, reſpectable both for 
charatier and ability in their profeſſion. 
if 1 did not on chat the medicine has 
in general been treated with great can- 
dor, that ſeveral very ſkilful Phyſicians, 
have condelcended to preſcribe it in 
very dangerous caſes, and I may with- 
out vanity. add, that it has in general 
fully anſwered theirs, EN well as my 
own moſt ſanguine expectations. 


I do not deny that ſimilar ingredients 
are made uſe of in preparing Æther, 
ſweet ſpirit of Vitriol, and the ꝓrepa- 
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ration ſold under the name of Hoff- 
man s anodyne mineral liquor; but that 
the produtt is totally different, will be 
Voyvidlent to the-ſenſes of the moſt ſuper- 
_ fieral examiner's and that its effeRts are 

_ Infinitely ſupertor, I think is ſufficiently 


confirmed by the above recited caſes, 
which I defy the tongue of malevolence 
to controvert; and as the reputation of 
this medicine is eſtabliſhed on ſo good 
a baſis, it matters but little what is ſaid 
bythe ignorant, the mis: informed, the 
prejudiced, and the {elf-intereſted, ſome 
of whom have very confidently aſſerted, 
that two preparations totally diſſimilar, 
and of properties eſſentially different, 
are the ſelf ſame thing. „ FOOT 0 


The late Dr. James never denied 
that Antimon had a conſiderable ſhare 


in the compoſition of his powder ; but 
* how 
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how, few. have ſucceeded in making, a 
ſimilar preparation, though in poſſeſſion 
of his Specification? That powerful 
mineral has exerciſed the labors of the 


firſt and moſt experienced Chymiſts, and 


from thence a great number of very effi- 
cacious and ſalutary medicines have 
been diſcovered, to the univerſal ad- 
vantage of mankind; of greater Utility 
in practice and of more ſpecific virtue in 
the cure of certain fevers, than all the 


other febrifuges, which the preſent ma- 


teria medica affords; and James's pow- 
der appears to be endowed with proper- 
ties, and adds on principles ſuperior to 
them all. It has withſtood the teſt of 
exiticiſm; and has bid defiance to the 
thaſts oh er and JewaQion- 


„But to peine to my ſudject inet 4 
all eaſes of Gout, the Ethereal Ano- 
It dyne 
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dyne Spirit may be given not only with 
the greateſt ſecurity, but with a degree 


of efficacy perhaps ſuperior” to every 
other: remedy ; whether with a view of 
reſtraining the great violence of- pain, 


or ſoliciting a depoſite of gouty acri- 


mony on the extremities ; and this I 
have ſeveral times ſeen effected in a 
ſudden and remarkable manner, by a 
very few. doſes. In the Gout in the 
ſtomach,” it will alſo be found to be a 
moſt efficacious medicine; but-I muft 
here obſerve, that when the gouty pain 


is attended with much ſickneſs and fre- 


quent efforts to vomit, nothing will fo 
much contribute to the patient's imme- 
diate relief, as a mild puke, by which 
moſt probably, à great deal of tough 
and viſcid ſlime will be diſſodged; when 
there will be every reaſon to hope for 
petfea fucceſs, from the anodyne, cor” 
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| dial and antjſpaſmodic virtues, which 


this zthereal Spirit poſſeſſes i in ſuch An 
eminent degree. _- 
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1 will take the liberty of repeating! 
that all catarrhal coughs, or ſuch as are 
the conſequence of neglekted Colds, 


will he more effectually relieyeꝗ by it, 


1180 


than any opiate or paregoric medicine 
whatever ; and what 1 "apprehend w will 


be conſidered as no ſmall e to 


the patient, it ſeldom requires a NEN 
engen repetition. 5 en 


* the. yolatiliy and nature 15 this 
medicine, will no poſſibly admit 6f'an 
analyſis, ſo on the other hand, I am 1 
to ſay, that it readily admits of bn of 
cation: on this account, every precau- 
tion will be taken, that the, public may 


1 33! 


de a it in F pure. and gen- 


uine 
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uine gate. It 3 Is alſo hoped, that the 
price "fer on it, vin Hol be thowght un- 
8 as a few doſes wiff öften 
be ſufficient for rempving very danger- 
ous s ſymptoms, a pd in. mapy We 
Ain cal. Ks 1 5 10 pee 


It wo uld be abfürd to ſuppofe tha 1 
re not 'my 0 own private emblutnent in 
view, in Ghia 4 Patent, bur in chi 
allo; e no e conlultel ie in- 
ikreſts of the publik. The procefs' for 
making this medicine, is both difficult 
and dangerous, and if conducted by 
an unſkilful operator, both his life and 
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property might be eech is 


1 ab perfeally "prep ared flanks 
oppokitipn of thoſe, who may be i. 
tereſted 1 in depreciating the Vi ves "BF 
this medicine, or who may fi find them 
ſelves 
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ſelves diſpoſed to ridigule ed of a 
patents AH cothav adidooverbtia remedy 
that projaiſes to che ĩ uf groat ꝓubl ib uni- 
iy; vchichl hab ſboceedednithe care of 
feveral/daſcaſos thatwvero thoughtit#S6 
beyond the »pcach::6f1 medicine, 2znd 
where jalÞocher mene or relief had 
been itriethon Va, rho diave dns 
buted turn l evwiate: theſe iſexies, Which 
are the common»lot)ab maniking; dad 
if the mode I have choſen for extending 
it to the pet, is.only meant as an 
indemnification for the time and trouble 
I have incurred in its proſecution ; if 
theſe deſerve ridicule, I ſhall receive 
it with great compoſure, and without 
any abatement of the ſatisfaction I ſhall 
enjoy, from the conſciouſneſs of having 
done my duty, 


I might 
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I might add a great many more caſes, 
which would ſerve to corroborate the 
idea I have been villing to impreſs of 
its great efficacy: hut I ſhall. at preſent 
truſt ĩt to the candor. of the public at 
large, at whoſe triburial we ate ſure to 
meet with Impartiality and juſtice, 
and from whoſe hands, I only deſire 
that eee e ee the E 
mall appear to deſervũe 2 
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—Mark} how a plain tale, ee len * 

THOUGH I have noicher leiſure nor 
inclination for diſpute, nor do I con- 
ceive my reader will ſee occaſion for it, 
in ſupport of a medicine, whoſe extra- 
ordinary virtues have been already ſo 
well authenticated; yet I cannot help 
animadverting upon a late publication ; 
as not only the nature and efficacy of 
the medicine, but my own condutt alſo 
yy N groſily miſrepreſented. | 


| The Aue, Dr. James MacKittrick, 
has been pleaſed to ſay, firſt, that I al- 
* legde 


% Ae 


60) 
ledge my medicine undergoes ſeven dif- 


tillation fr C infers, 
that oa af a 4 

Secondly, that I aſſert it has ſucceeded 
in cafes, where Hoffman's anodyne-had 
failed. Thirdly, that there are two forts 
of this zthereal- pirit, a weaker which 
I vend abroad, and a ſtronger which 1 


reſerve: foe my Own: A er 


* aulwer to. the has Doctor's fixſt 
charge, I flatly deny my ever, having 
alledged,, that the, preparation under- 
goes ſeven different diſtillations; and 
this inderd, is q contrary, to tha truth, 
wat I pique myſelf on being able to 
pxepare, the wok, pure æthereal Spirit, 
by a ſingle proceſs, v hich needs no rec- 
tificaion. As to the Doctor's affertion, 
in the page pending thee; charges, 
thatthe medicine I gn with the tale 


os! of 
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of xthereal Spirit, is nothing more thau 
dulcified Spirit of Yitriol, diſguiſed with 
cochineal, I have only to ſay, that in 
this, he has , ſhewn ſuch a degree, of 
1gnorance and illiberality as mult, ne- 
ceſſarily be treated with contempt, Tone 
eee unworthy, of refutation. 


The be rned. Doctors e 
on is as iter a Mr.. — . aſſerts that 
ho his "Ethereal _ Spirir has, ſucceeded 
in caſes, where Hoffman's Anodyne 
- has failed. * In anſyer, I am very 
ready. to acknowledge this part of the 
doftor's charge to be true; as I have of - 
ten, and do at this time again afſert 
that my Medicine has lucceeded, where 
the common preparation of Hoffman's 
. anodyne liquor has fail'd; nay that i it 
has alſo ſucceeded when Ether bas been 
siven without effed, 3s, I can; irrefra- 


X * gably 
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gably prove. The failure is aſcribed by 
the'lrarned Doctor, to the anodyne li- 
quors having been unfaithfully prepared. 
On this occaſion; I cannot help remark- 
ing the Dottor's inconſiſtency, as in a- 
nother place, he ſeems to indicate, that 
Hoffman's anodyne and the dulcified 
Spirit of Vitriol, are pretty much the 
fame Medicine, and that Hoffman, | and 
the learned Door after him, frequently 
Tabſtituted the one for the other. But 
1 beg leave to obſerve farther, that 
whatever the Dottor's practice may have 
been, it never was the practice of Hoff. 
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benignitas mihi conceſſit inventionem li- 
quoxis penetrantis et, fragrantis, aro- 
matici Saporis ct odoris, ex ipſius v vitri- 
oli, portione ſulphyrea, que. etiam a 
veteribus chymiciy pro anodyna habita 
elt. fingulari , quadam, dynita eier %, 
præparandi, ah omnibus, aliis tuto abſti-. 
nui. Hic quipge Spiritus. quem liquoris 
anodyni mineralis nomine infignire | ſoleo 
totus ſulphureus elt, ſubito et. llagran · 
tiſſime ardet atque abſumitur et ocyſſime 


2322 


a flamma. candelæ, etiam tribus adhuc 
digits remotus, flamman,; concipit, 
atque in calido canclavi ſubito_inauras. 
avolat ; attactu tamen inſtax klecle eſt 
refificatus, omni aqua. inſtar olei Super. 
natat,” Now will dulcified Spirit. of 


Vitriol or the common fer of 


. e 


nx 201 * | , 
P Hoffman, oper. * 1. de Sedantibus. 
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Hoffman's anodyne, in any reſpett ar- 


fer this deſcription? On the other 


hand, let us draw the compariſon be- 
tween my æthereal Spirit, and the above 
preparation, and ſee how it ſtands the 
telt. My preparation Uke Hoffinan's,” 
has a fragrant and putigeht ſmell, takes 
po from a candle at 'a conſiderabfe 

ance, and when on fire, is very fad. 
dnl confumed'; to the touch it has a 
extreme degree of coldneſs, and 15 400 
totally infthiſcible with water, that it 
— ön itt ſurface, like an eſſential 

The common preparation of Hof 
58 anodyne liquor, like the ſweet 
Spirit of Fitriol, abounds with a large 


proportion of ſpirit of wine and phlegm” 


is by far leſs fragrant, is leſs vola- 
tile, and if ſet on fire or permitted 
to WVaporate in a warm room, will in 


either 4 leave a large Fre of 
e- phlegm 


6 


phlegm bent it wants that ſefifation 
of extreme cold, and laftiy is totally 
miſcible Wich Water. If the learned 
Doftbr had cahdidiy examined the two 
preparations? "he would not have pre- 
fumed to aſſert they were the fame 
but ſo much is it poſſible for a man th 
be ſwayed by prejudice and ſelf canceit; 
unlefs ſufficiently balanced by a com- 
petent knowletlge of the ſubjett! How. 
ever, I perfectly coincide in opimon 
with the Doctot, when be fays, that 
Hoffman's Anodyne as generally pre- 
pared, and fweet Spirit of Vitriol are 
very much the fame, and may be in- 
diferiminately) preſcribed; but have 
either of theſe the properties of the an- 
ody ne liquor, for the diſcovery of which; 
Hoffman ber, up an ejaculatioß of 
Walks wp the Topreme a M 990k gn 


0 Thirdly, 
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Thirdiy, the,DoQor charges me, with, 
reſerving a ranger and more . power. 
ful, preparation, for. my own private 
practice. This charge, from whomſa- 
ever or whexgſogyer he received the in- 
formation, is equally as groundleſs as 
any of the former; and the Dogor's 
evil genius ſeems here agzin to have 
had the direction of his pen. That I 
have two preparations of this Medicine, 
2-ſtranger and a weaker, is true; ; adapt- 
ed to different conſtitutions, and the 
different Stages, of their, complaints: 
that the. ſtronger; is neceſſary in ſome 
particular cafes, bas, lately, been, fully 
proved. in a deplorable, diſorder, that a 
gentleman labquxed under in Milſom- 
ſtreet, who, bad faken the milder fon, a 
fortnight without ſucceſs, though it had 
often ſucceeded with others in ſimilar 
caſes; ond who, though his diſeaſe was 
Ibtick! before 


(159) 


before conſidered deſperate, is now in 
a fair way of recovery. Can the learned 
'DoRor demonſtrate this alſo to be no 
more than dulcified Spirit of vitriol? 


Ibn 


4 ley etrnb ehedyentes I have been 
Tomewhat cautious in the diſpenſation 
of this ſtronger preparation, as I was 
apprehenſive of the conſequences that 
might enſue {rom truſting it with the 
public at large, and no argument of the 
learned Doctor's ſhall ever induce me 


to do this; as I have no doubt it would 


make him ſupremely happy, to have it in 
his power to lay the fame accuſation 
| againſt my Medicine, which he has done 
in (6 ineidious a manner againſt Dr. 
Jjames's powder; and as the milder pre- 
paration has been given in every eaſe 

which 
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* Medical cautions, page 248 and 143. 
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lich has been xecited, except the s 
Enileptics, the futility and malevolence 
If this charge, wult be obvious to every 
reader. I muſt alſo further acquaint the 
learned DoRor, that this ſtronger prepa- 
ration, has been in my own poſſeſſion a 


ew months only, having been the reſult 


olf ſome experiments which J made the 
latter end of laſt ſummer. Houever, 
I never have, withheld it from thoſe of 
the profeſſion, when it vas required ; 
on the contraty, I voluntarily ſent; it to 
{the ſhop of Mr. Weſt, in exchange for 
the milder preparation, having been 
previouſſy informed of the caſe, in 
Which it was to be adminiſtened. It 

has alſo been repeatedly] ſent to the 

- ſhops. of de APE. * 
and Spry. 


The 
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The learned Doctor ſays, © it is ru- 
* moured that ſome Phyſicians here have 
recommended this noſtrum, but that he 
is perſwaded rumour lies.” What an- 
ſwer can I make to this extraordinary 
ſuggeſtion! is it poſſible for the Doctor 
to be ignorant of what is univerſally 
known ? That the Phyſicians of the firſt 
eminence for erudition, liberality of 
ſentiment and extenſive practice have 
repeatedly recommended the medicine, 
and are at all times ready to vouch for 
its powerful effects, in caſes which had 
appeared to be deſperate, as every other 
means had totally failed. 


The Earl of Dalhoufie having given 
me permiſſion to mention his caſe, I am 
happy in having it in my power to in- 
troduce one ſo very particularly cir- 


cumſtanced, on this occafion; for con- 
* ſidering 


( 162 ) 


ſidering the high rank of the Patient, 
and the great reſpettibility of his cha- 
rater, which mult render his life of 
much importance to his friends and the 
ſociety at large; it is ſcarcely to be con- 
ceived that a caſe ſo ſingular and ſo ge- 
nerally intereſting, together with the 
medicine that had been ſo ſucceſsfully 
adminiſtered for his Lordſhip's recove- 
ry, ſhould never in ſo long an interval, 
have. once reached the learned Doctor's 
ears. This nobleman came to Bath, 
the latter end of odtober, oppreſſed with 
a complication of the moſt alarming 
complaints, that had baffled the efforts 
of the Phyſicians of the greateſt Emi. 
nence. The principal ſeat of his Lord- 
ſhip's diforder was in the cheſt, where 
it had continued for more than three 
years, and which at laſt clearly appear- 
ed to be a dropſy in that cavity. The 
911 great 
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great fatigue and difficulty of breathing 
on uſing the moſt gentle exerciſe, parti- 
cularly walking up any aſcent, the vio- 
lent ſtricture acroſs the breaſt, the lan- 
guor and great irregularity of pulſe, and 
the occaſional exacerbations of all thoſe 
ſymptoms during the night, ſo as often 
to threaten immediate diflolution ; the 
great diminution of the urinary ſecre- 
tion, the anaſarcous ſwellings in the 
lower extremities; all theſe circum- 
ſtances taken together, ſufficiently in- 
dicated the principal ſeat and nature > of 


his LON 8 diſorder. b 30 


His Lordſhip had a  dilguſ to every 
kind of food, as indeed the power. of 
digeſtion ſeemed to be ſuſpended in ſo 
diſeaſed a ſtate; and there was even an 
averſion to wine of every ſort. As, bis 


Lordihip had been fo. long harraſſed 
* wich 
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with medicine, he was extremely un- 
willing on his arrival at Bath, to try any 
thing of the kind; but a moſt ſevere 
notturnal paroxyſm, which had laſted 
for many hours, obliged his Lordſhip 

to ſubmit himſ If to the directions of a 
very learned and eminent Phyſician, 
This gentleman on Wedneſday morn- 
ing, the firſt of November, preſcribed 
my ethereal Spirit, in a cordial draught; 
two of them were taken during the 
courſe of the day, and at night the 
Spirit was directed preciſely in the ſame 
kind of draught, in which 1 had uſually 
given it; only with the addition of a- 
nother dram of the aromatic tindture. 
A warm ſtomach cordial was beſides di- 
reted, of which a few ſpoonfuls were to 
be taken occaſionally. The draughts 
being repeated twice a day, in the form 


already mentioned, not only ſat eaſy on 
8 8 the 
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the ſtomac but the third doſe ſenſibly 
relieved the breath, and the nights be- 
came more tolerable: On Friday two 
lax motions were procured by this me- 
dieine; on Saturday there was a con- 
ſiderable increaſe of urine, and on Sun- 
day, not leſs than a gallon had been 
voided during twenty-four hours. 


This ſudden and great flow of urine, 
occaſioned much faintneſy towards night, 
which laſted for ſome time, and return- 
ed the following day. The pulſe which 
had been exceedingly quick, irregular, 
and frequently intermitting, before the 
preſſure: was removed from the heart 
and larger arteries ; now became fo flow 
as thirty- eight and forty ſtrokes in a 
minute, and at the ſame time became 
quite regular; from thence it gradually 
got up to fifty-five and fixty ſtrokes. 
| When 
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When the pulſe exceeded the laſt 'men- 
tioned number, it became again in ſome 
degree irregular, but during this time 
his Lordſhip's health daily improved, 
and the oppreſſion on the breaſt, and 
other ſymptoms were ſo effectually re- 
moved, that the medicine was diſcon- 
tinued after thirteen days from its com- 
mencement. Indeed the diuretic effect 
of the medicine was fo great, that on 
the 5th and 6th day it was judged pro- 
per, by his Lordſhip's Phyſician, to give 
it once only in twenty-four hours ;— 
from the 7th to the 11th it was repeated 
twice a day, and after the 13th omitted 
till the 4th of December, when it was 
again reſumed at night for ſome time. 


His Lordſhip began the Bath Water 
the 10th of November, which with the 


aſſiſtance of the bitter infuſion warmed 
oY | with 


* 


with aromatic tinfture, gradually reſtor- 
ed the appetite; and the bowels were 
kept in a ſoluble ſtate by an aperient 
pill. There is one circumſtance which 
I cannot help mentioning, as being 
ſomewhat ſingular, and not eaſy to be 
accounted for, which is this; that even 
during the courſe of his Lordſhip's a- 
mendment, the pulſe, after it had got 
to a certain number, as it gradually in- 
creaſed in quickneſs, ſo it became more 
irregular, but by no means in the de- 
gree it had been before; and I muſt alſo 
remark, that the æthereal Spirit always 
had a conſiderable influence on the 
pulſe, when this irregularity has pre- 
vailed in any conſiderable degree, ſo as 
to become more regular and leſs fre- 
quent. There were indeed ſome occa- 
ſional returns of pretty ſevere ſpaſmodic 
affections during the night, but they 


were 
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were comparatively flight and of ſhort 
duration, and always removed by the 
medicine. After it was thought proper 
to diſcontinue the æthereal Spirit, the 
Bark and Bath Water were ordered al- 
ternately, and his Lordſhip now enjoys 
vetter health than he has done for years 
paſt, during the Winter ſeaſon; and 
though his Lordſhip's health may not be. 
entirely reeſtabliſhed in every reſped, 
as there are ſtill remaining complaints» 
which ſeem to be owing chiefly to a kind 
of rheumatic gout {ſhifting into different 
parts of the body ; yet the main diſorder, 
which more immediately threatened his 
Lordſhip's life, and was deemed by the 
moſt intelligent of the Faculty, to be 
totally beyond the reach of medicine, 
has by the æthereal Spirit alone been 
effettually carried off; and I think it 
not unfeaſonable here to add, that com- 
| mon 
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mon ther had been frequently admi- 
niſtered to his e en the tcaft 
ſucceſs. ; 6 * 18405 Ni 
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1 ſhall in this place beg leave to refreſh 
the Doctors memory, with a quotation 
from his medical Cautions, which ſeems 
to have been written during a lucid inter- 
val⸗ from medicinal Quixotiſm. 4 Thete 
vas a time when Phyficians deemed it 
*« inconhiſtent with their dignity to con- 
„ ſent to the adminiſtration of quack 
« remedies, but if from a knowledge 
** of their compoſition, or eaperience of 
their Helis we are aſſured of theii 
nee 50990 DG ſafety 
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n „ N ie ny vr hinge in hi plc phee 


ae fit 12 patriotic Enthufiaſm, which beſides its inſpiri — ing 


m with the pleaſing reverie of the univerſal pe 
— bis Lucubratins 3 him alſo with more XI * 
erculean vigor, as he conce ved, to down 4 
and Quack is every "Bitte, ' * _ 
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*« ſafety and power, it would be unpar- 
Adonable in a phyſician to rejeft any 
* means that may be beneficial 0 his 
5 Wm if he © or his friends require | it.“ 


* * 


I am now come 1 the! Dae 
Doctor calls a ſhort hiſtory of this re- 


medy, which he; has retailed from 
Lewis's materia medica; and I will defy 
him to produce any paſſage in Hoffman's 
works, where it is ſaid that the anodyne 
liquor is prepared by mixing oleum 
dulce with Spirit of Wine. Hoffman 
indeed ſays, that oleum dulce will com- 
municate certain Virtues to Spirit of 
vine, and become a good medicine, 
but this is not what he calls his anodyne 
liquor, which he himſelf acquaints us is 
Prepared, Baud; n, chymica En- 

cheireſ. 


Medical Caution page, 136. 
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cheireſi. The Doctor's hiſtory, ſhort as 
it is, appears to be confuſion worſe con- 
founded; and inſorms us of nothing, 
but that he is totally unacquainted either 
_u ** or the ſupject in n 
183 f 2658 inn It ms! 
Though oleum dulce will unite id a 
reQified ſpirit by ſimple Mixture, yet 
they are uncombinable by the uſual forms 
of diſtillation ;' and granting they could 
be made to unite, the. Spirit, if no other 
Ingredients: were uſed in the proceſo, 
would iſtill be miſcible with water: which, 
as I have already ſaid; is not the cafe, 
with my Æthereal Spirit; which being 
prepared by a procefs totally different 
from any other, I have everynvightto 
call myſelf the Inventor; and II will 
aſſert, that in a very ſmall doſe, it acts 
much more powerfully than the common 
preparation of Hoffman's Anodyne Li- 
Z 2 quor 
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quor or the, duleified Spirit of Vitriol, 
and with effeds very different; and that 
by ihcrealing the doſe of either of the 


latter, to the largeſt proportion the hu- 


man ſtomach is capable of receiving» 
yet the ame ſalutary Bern would not 
_ * 1 : 
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11 the Doftor bad been guidedsin- his 
condu@by a principle of duty, and as 
an avowed enemy to empirical preten- 
ſions omy, as he profeſſes; be never 
would have attacked in ſo haſtyſ a man- 
ner, medicine whoſe virtues had Been 
ſo well authenticated, without fome 
ſtronger evidence than thoſe trivial ex- 
periments he has adduced; and which 
tothe candid: reader, muſt appear to 
have amn from: -motiyes, ee dif- 
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ferent from thoſe of regard either for 
the profeſſion or tie /public.* “ 

I I flatter myſelf that I now ſtand ac- 
quitted to the reader's latisfaction, of 
the three ſpecific charges the learnad 
Doctor has been pleaſed to bring againſt 
me.; and muſt therefore alk, what reh- 
ance is t0;be put upon either the judg- 
ment or bold affertions of this Champian 
of truth, this man of Independance, this 
avowed enemy to falſhogd and impoſ- 
ture! The only remaining allegation, 
is my not diſcloſing to all the world, my 
JTI51 1 TOIM) SN IS | method 
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* A certain Phyſician of this place took an occaſion of 
mentioning to another medical gentieman, that he had 
attended to the effects of the æthereal Spirit, in a (caſe 
Where it had been continued for ſome time, without 
manifeſli g any conſiderable diu c tic properties: As the 
Phyfician inſiſted chiefly on this point, he was at laſt 
aſked, has it cured the patient? 1 extocted an ac- 
knowledgment, that the, patievt had been much relicycd. 
—— What matters its mode of attion then, my good 
Doctor, if it effects a cure? | 
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method of preparing a moſt valuable 
medicine, which I have obtained at no 
ſmall expence of time and labour; but 
as the ſame charge may be brought 
againſt the great Hoffman himſelf, who 
not only concealed the preparation from 
his contemporaries, but even carried the 
ſecret to his grave; and indeed every 
other pioprietor of any uleful difcovery, 
either in medicine or the Arts in gene- 
ral; my mind 48 perfectly eaſy” on that 
head, *eſpetially' as all the world has 
free acceſs to the uſe of it. At the 
"fame time I cannot help ſaying. that it 
ill becomes the learned Doctor to cenſure 
me on that ſcore, as he muſt be con- 
ſeious to himſelf of his having afted 
| much more illiberally, in his boarding 
up for his own private purpoſes. only, all 
that immenſe ſtore of knowledge he muſt 
; neceſſarily have acquired in the Wer 
hot 


| ( 175 ) 


of the uncommonly extenſive praftice 
of which he has informed us;* and 
palming upon the public in its ſtead, a 
few ſcanty gleanings from Haller's com- 
mentaries on Boerhaave's inſtitutes, and 
ſome other works, in the hands of every 
medical ſtudent, together with extracts 
from the elements of Logie and the 
common bills of mortality; not to men- 
tion his ſormer publication, made up of 
the hackney'd rules of regimen, known 
to every old gurſe in the kingdom: Now 
I fay again, that in this, the learned 
Door has ated a much more illibera] 
part, not only in reſerving to himſelf, 
the ſole benefit of that ample ſtore; but 
even in his making any ſecret at all 

N about 


* Among the black gentry in Antigua, and the ſheep 
walks in the Downs about Andover, and in this practice, 
the Doctor is ready to acknowledge, that he has mani- 
fold errors to attone for. See preface to Medical Caution. 
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about the matter; as the very great in- 
dependancy of fortune, of which he has 
repeatedly aſſured us, muſt exempt him 
from that neceſſiiy, which we poor in- 
digent labourers, are obliged to have re- 
d ſor a maintenance. 


: 54 Can the hen Doctor imagine chat a 
” the world is ſo to be impoſed upon? | 
and that theſe are the writings, that are 
likely to be read in every polite circle? 
to be recommended from the Bench 
and the Pulpit, and patroniſed by both 
Houſes of Parliament; that are to raiſe 
ſueh an income as will, not only ſupport 
the public charities of this kingdom, but 
alſo contribute largely towards the ſink- 
Fs Fund, as the learned Dottor mo- 
deſtly 


Medical cautions, paſſim. 
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deſliy preſumes ?“ Had d added mee 
ingenubaſſy by the pablie, and laid open 
the great b ſeoveres he mult ha ve made, 
im ſo extenſive 4 range of practiee, 
ſomething might have been done; but 
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number of his readers, is likely to tum out enge eginzlx 
erronebus, probably a. trivial miſlale of at leaſi mne | 


bundred and niriety aine ;thouſind;; that I maycnat de 
— of altering the iyle or matter of this cgi. 
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Jo the travelled Geatltmenand Lade, the author 
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% publiſhetl eithes in Paris or Rome at wouldbearad by 


«© all-who bad che leaft pre 


erf company; 
as the whimftcality of it plan, and the HAgularity of 
ins curious anecdotes; would be! commonteſt un, 
« with great vivacity and erudition, at every converſazi- 
% one and petit ſoupẽ in each metropolis; he therefore 
« bumbly 2 
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— faſhionable cong/aents will not 
pt fy than their neighbours.” | 
0 Having 


which as the Deftor bhimſelf _jnforms us, 


__ 
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vo our e are all at an end, and | 
nothing is to expeRed from a man, who 
in the plenitude of ſcience and fortune, 

cruelly. —— over the wants of 59 
ben ano not overt 1d , gttid 580 
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Having thus, he flatters himſelf, ſecured for his work 
© a favourable reception with all people of faſhion in this 
10 realm, he moſt confidently relies on the countenance 
©/of all men of letters, vix. The Members of both 
* Houſes of Parliament, in both Kingdoms, tbe Mem- 
© bers vis the . dhe Bench and the t 
«©\&66* 10 rt 10 Io bade 

"rc bee terre we ielloiv fab ies f a ben 
«ak twelye millions, and allowing he moderate pro- 

„% portion of one in twelve to wt poſſeſſed" either of | 

* en or taſte, E midwives, nurſes and 

use 3, who have neither) t e author 1 is ſometimes in. 

” EF it bis” momentary fits of patriotic ehthüßsafm, 
6 * to form the moſt flattering calculations of emolument, 

= For himfelf, for he diſclaims it, but) for thel ma- 
= - —— Inſtitutions of this kingdom; and to 

1 « 'preſent ic his mind's eye a moſt gloriom proſpełt. not 

1 60 oN {contributing- largely toward the ſupport! of” 

1 « every public charity, by theſe his lucubrations; bat 
_ * eren of exending his benekeence to the ſinking nd; I 
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How different the conduct of his 


learned friend! who has enliched the 
republic of letters, with a treaſure of 
ſound philoſophy and phyſiology ; though 
I am. ſorry to ſay, it has been moſt 
ſhamefully and ungratefully neglected. : 


, 
* 

- 
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© which under the auſpices of the preſent economical 
* adminiſtration, may probably turn out to be one of 
*© the moſt uſeful of all public charitics.* | | 
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